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You being ſometimes ſtrangers andenemies in vn« 
derſtanding &c. He hath now reconciled in the body 
of his fleſh thorough death &cc, If yer yes conrinue 
grounded and ſtedfalt in thefaith , and be not moyed 
away from'the hope of the goſpell, which yee have 
heard, which hath bene preached amonge all creatu- 

| res vader heauen, Coloſ. 1. 


EVE 


AT,S. OMERS. 


For Tohn Heigham, with per- 
miſsjon of Superjors, 
Anno 1622, 


20 THe EpiSTLE 
Ire moſt florished, and was the firſt 
placed in the Ealt, the cytc of Byzace 
being then magniſiccrly enlarged, 8 
called Conſtantinople of that moſt 
mighty Emperours name, as he had 
divers & molt glorious conqueſts a- 
Procop ta gainſt che tyrans Maxentius ,Licinius 
&;. © & other forrain barbarous enemies, 
lo (toler paſle the other)luſtinian the 
la(l of vs mentioned was he that moſt 
elorioully rettored : again the Maicft 
of the Romain empire, then allmoſt 
falls flac downe,chaling the Vandals 
outof Afrike, cleering Italy and the 
welt empire of the Gothes , 'extin- 
o:zishing vererly the Hiines inGrece, 
and haning moſt noble victories a- 
o:inſt the Perſians; 
Logc it were particularly to diſcourſe 
vpon the Princes of cuery ſngular 
province in Chriſtendom, and tono- 
rifne vnto your highnes, the zeale, di- 
ligence, andendeuour af eche one in 
extirpa ting hereſy and (chilmes,,Yet 
to the enteat it may appearethat the 
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DEDnICATORILE, 21 
one Imperiall Crowne of Chriſten- 
dom beiog parted into lcucra!l real- 
mes and dominions,tie zcalc ot eche 
one inthe particular prouinces , was 
no lefle ro maintainc the voity of 
Chriſtes church,then whca the who- 
le was vader the monarchie of one 
Empire: May it pleaſe your molt gra- 
cious highnes to call tro remembra- 
unce, that this Chriſtian and godly 
zealc hath bene in the princes of (c- 
uerall countries ſo glorious and cmi- 
nent, that inreſpect of the ſame,molt 
honourable titles haue ben appro- 
priated to the royall Crownes of luch 

perlonnages, 

To the Imperial Crowne of your 
Maieſty, the Noble and glorious title 
of defender of the faith , hath bene 
of late yeares annexed , and perpe- 
tually geuen by the ſee Apoltolj- 
que, for the moſt godly and lerned 
worke of your Highnes molte no- 
ble progenitor Harry the Eight , 
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22 Tre ErisTLE 
indefence of the ſeuen holy Sacra- 
ments of Chriſtes church ( of which 
the ſcholers of Geneua haue takena- 
= fue ) and againſt the wicked he- 
reltes of that lewde Apoltata Martyn 
Luther. To the crowne of payer toe 
the greatzeale of kinge Alphonſus in 

Michel extirping the Arrian herely , aboue 

policazus, 80, yeares palt , the title of Carholi- 
ke was annexed , & corinueth yet hi- 
therto vnblemished, To the crowne 
of the frenche kinge, for the palling 
zcale of thoſe princes ( namely of 
Clouis the firſt Chriſtian kinge, of 
Charlemain, of Philippe ſurnamed 
Auguſte ) in extirping hereſtes from 
time to time outof their dominions, 
the title of moſt Chriſtian, hath alſo 
ben appropriated, from the time of 
Pipin and Charlemaign his Sonne hi- 
therto. 

Though I abſtaine (to auoide pro- 
lixitie ) the farder recitall of particu- 
lar Princes , yet may it pleaſe your 
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DEDICATORIE. 23 
moſt excellent Maiclty fauorably to 
attend co one or two examples more, 
for the extirping of the hereſtcs of 
lohn Wicleft and theBohemis,contai- 
ning in many pointes the doctrine 
now preached, for the very true world 
of God. 

In the hiſtory of Polidore we read 
of that Noble prince , and of moſt 
worthy memory Heary the fifre, 
one of your highnes molt noble 
lineall progenitours , that hauing 
called a Parlament , and decreed 
therein a voyage into Fraunce for 
recouery of his right, the mony be- 
ing gathered , (ouldiars preſſed, all 
thinges prepared for that enterpriſe, 
yet the generall councell of Conttan- 
ce beinge then appointed, he ſtayed 
his priuat | man for Gods caule, di« 
reteCthis legats vnto the Councell , 
expectcd the cnd thereof, and in the 
meane while appealed the rebellion 
of Ioha Oldecaltle , labouring by 

rce 


24 Tre EerisTLE 
force and diſobedience againſt hisSo- 
ucrain(as thenew Wiclits do preſeat- 
ly in Fraunceand Scotland, to main- 
taine the herely*of Wicliff , and pro- | 
WM nounced traitours al the adherents of 
= that wickedlect. By this ſpeedy dili- 
> | gence of that gratious Prince , both 
that herely was then quailed in your 
Highnes dominions , and ( as Po- 
lidore notcth ) the Noble victories of 
that valiaunt prince enſued : God 
vndoubtedly proſpering his affaires, 
who had preferred the quarell of 
him, before his owne prepared voi- 


Cromerus age. q 
inepittad [t is now a hundred yeares and 


Proccres : . 
Poloniz, MOTE, ſence the time that the = 
dome of Bemeland, being greuoully | 


mangled and almoſt deſtroyed with | 


ciuil {edition , through the (chiſmes | 
and herefies planted there by the 
ſame Wicliff and Huſle, was offred | 
of the people it (elfe to the king of 
Poole Vladiſlaus, to haue and rule it 
as 
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DEDICATORIE. 25 
as his owne, ſetting amog themſome 
quiet order of gouernement. But bi- 
cauſe of the herehies the preuailing, ic 
was of that vertuousPrince vtcrly re» 
tuſed : Yea warre allo was threatened 
vnlcflethey agreed, and reconciled 
them clues ro the Catholike church. 

If it may hk& your molt excel- 
lent Highnes , after the patern and 
examples of theſe moſt puilantand 
vertuous Princes , to proccede in 
your molt gratious meaning to the 
publishing of the erue Chriſtian faith 
(which is but one , and not new) 
through your graces dominions , as 
all Chriſftendome hartely wisherh, 
the vew and: conſideration of this 
preſent hiſtory ,.a worthy and molt 
authenticall witneſle of the -firit 
and true Chriſtian faith , planted 
in your Graces dominions , with 
that which is annexed to proue 
it a right and vncorrupted faith, 
Shall. not a litle ( I truſt in God , 
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26 Tae ErrSTLE 

in whoſe hands the hartes of Princes 
are ) moue and farder your highnes 
vertuous intent, to the ſpredy atchie- 
ving of that it defireth. For taith 
beingone ( as the Apoſtle expreſlely 
ſayeth)that one faith being proucd to 
be the ſame which was firlt graffed in 
the harts ofenglishinen, and the ma- 
ny faithes of proteſtants being tound 
different from the ſame,in mote then 
fourty cleare differences gathered out 
of this preſent hiſtory ( which repor- 
teth not all, buta few by occaſion ) it 
muſt remaine vndoubred, the preten- 
ded faith of Proteſtants to be bur a 
baſtard ſ]ippe proceeding of an other 
ſtocke ( as partly of old renewed he- 
refes , partly of newforged interpre- 
tations ypon the written text ofGods 
word )andtherefore not to be rooted 
in your graces dominions ,leſt in ti- 
me , as hereſftes haue done in Grece 
and Afrike , it ouergrowe the true 
braunches in the naturall tree , con- 
—czqk,pq-,q q__-tr . 
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DEDICATORIE. 27 
ſume the (pringe of crue Chriſtia- 
nity and ſuck our the 10yle of al right 
religion: leauing to the realme the 
barke and rine only, to be called 
Chriſtians. Which lamentable caſe 
the more cueryChriſtian hart abhor- 
reth,and your highnes moſt gratious 
meaning eſpecialy deteſteth, the more 
itisof ys your highnes moſt lowly & 
loyall ſubie Ces to be wished and dai- 
ly to be prayed for,at the dreadfull 
throne of Gods deepe mercy , that it 
may pleaſe his goodneſle foto direct 
the harte of your highnes, (o toin- 
ſpire with his heauely grace the molt 
gracious meaning of your Maieſtic, 
that it may wholic and perfeAlic be 
beat to the reſtorivg of the one Ca- 
tholike & Apoſtolicall faith of Chri- 
ſtcendom, to the extirping of ſchilme 
and hereſ1e, and to the publishing of 
Gods true ſeruice, Alto the honour 
of almighty God,to the contentation 
of your Maicſties pleaſure, and to the 
SES - - , _—_— 
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welth of your graces dominions. 
The which God of his tendre mercy 
through the merites of his deare Son, 
and interceſſion of all the blefled 
Saints in hcauen, graunt, 


Your Highnes moſt low- 
ly ſubie, and bounden 
oratour, T, S. 


DIFFE- 


DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 

THE PRIMITIVE FAITHE OP 
England, continewed almoſt theſe 
thouſand yeres, and the late preten- 
ſed faith of Proteſtants: gathered 
out of the Hiſtory of the churche of 
England , compiled by venerable 
Bede an Enhlish man, abouc eight 
hundred yeares paſt.; 


| Ecauſe if the faith firit planted amonge vs 
englichmen, Was no right Chriftian faith at 
all, then Proteſtants (if their faith beright) 
re noW the Apoſtles of England, let ys con- 
fider what Apoſtolicall markes We finde in our firſt 
preachers , antmyg in Proteſtants. 

1. $. Angnſtin our Apoftle , chewed Signum A- 
poſtolarus {ui in omnt patienria in ſigns & pro- 
digs : the rokett of bis Apoſileship in allpatience , it 
ſignes and miraches , as $. Paule Writtth of bimſelfe 
tothe Corinthiang, Whoſe Apoitle alſo be as. And of 
ſuch mrracles wronght by our Apoflle $, Auguitin,and 
boy Ethelbert the firft Chritian king of englishmen, 
Was thereby inducedro the faith , the firit booke, the 
36, and the 31; chapters, Item the ſecond booke , 
the ſecond chapter do enidently teſtifie. Miracles in 
confirmation of cheir dodtrine proteſtants have 4s yet 
Wrought none, 
- 


In 


2. Cor 12 


AR. 4, 


Toau. © 


AQ. 5. 


30 Differences in Dofrine. 
2. It: the primitive church of the Apoſtles, We read 
.redentium eratcor vnum & anima vna, The 
Fn of them that beleued , Were of one harte and 
of one minde. HoWp much our Apoitles rendred this vni+ 
#7, it may appearein the ſecond booke, the 2.Chapter, 
Where they labour to reduce the olde Bruttons, tothe 
ynity of Chriſtes Charch, Nothing is more notorious 
in Proteſtants , then their infamous difſenſinn. 

3. -Our Apoſtles and firſt preachers, were ſent by an 
ordinary vocation , as Chrift was ſent of bus Father, 
and of hmnthe Apoſtles. The hiftoriereporteth their yo- 
cation in the firſt book, the 23. chap. Proteſtants baue 
firit precbed their doftrine Without vocation or ſending 
at all , ſuch as the church of Chrift requireth , as it 
is other Where at large proued, 
4+ If this enterpriſe be of men, ſayed Gamaliel of the 
Apoſiles preaching , it shall perish, but if it be of God, 
i 5hall not perish. Onur ſaith of England hath conti- 
aued 900, yeres and vpWard. The Proteftants faith is 
already chaunged from Lutheran to ſacramentary,in 
the compaſſe of loſſe then 20. yeres , and their primitine 
faubis lotte, Luther being noW accompred 4 very papiit, 

5. $. Paul ſajeth. tides iperandarum lubſtantiare- 


, rum. Faith ss the grounde or ſubſtaunce of thinges to 


boped for. And againe , that the ft man lineth by h1s 
ſaith. Such fauh purteth thinges,by the belefe and pra- 
iſe whereof We may be ſaved. Such a faith our Apoſt- 
les taught vs, Our Crede , our Sacraments, our laWes 
and eccleſiaſticall Canons receaued of them do Wit- 
neſſe.The faith of Proteitants is(4s I may ſo ſaye)abla» 
tarum {ubltantia rerum.,, 4 ſubtance or maſſe 0 

things taken away & denied. It is a negatiue religion, 


" #t hath no affirmative dottrine, but that Which catho- 


likes had before. Al thatis their oWpn,is but the deniall 


of ours, This otherWher is proued , and may alſo prey 
ſently 
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Differences in Dodrine. 31 
ſently appeere by the differences Which foloW in dos» 
trin bet wene them and vs. 


Differences in Do@rine, 


6. Our Apoſiles ſaied maſſe. In the firii book,, the 
25. Chap. it 1s mentioned. Item of their ſucceſſours 
wm the fourth book the 14. and 22. chap . Nothing is 
more horrible in the ſight of protefiants then the Maſſe. 

7. IntheMaſſe 1s an externall ſacrifice offred to 
God the Father,the bleſſed body and bloud of Chriſt bixa 
ſelfe.1n the fifte books the 22.chap. this doftrine is ex- 
preſſely reported. This ſemeth an extreme blaſphemy 
to Proteſtants. 

8. This ſacrifice iz taught to be propitiatory, in the 
4+ booke,the 22.chap. Proteſtants abhorre ytterly ſuch 
dottrine. 

9. Of confeſsion of ſinnes made to the prieft, the 
fourth booke doth Witneſſe in che 25.cbap. and 27 chap. 
This ſacrament in the faith of Proteſtants of our coun- 
try,is abolicbed, 

10. Satisfattion, and pennaunce for ſinne enioyned, 
appereth in the fourth booke the 25. chap alſo: Which 
in like maner the court of Proteftants admitteth nor. 

11. Merit of good workes in the hiſtory is efteſoones 
mitified. In the 4, booke the 14. and i5. chap.This do- 
rme ſemeth to Proteſtants preiudiciall 4s they ſay, to 
Gods glory, but im deede to their licentions liberty, 

12. Interceſs10n of Saints Proteſtants abbore. The 
prattiſe therof appeareth in this hiftory in the firft 
booke the 20. chapter, beſore We had the faith, and in 
the 4. boo ke the 24.chap. after the faith receaued. 

13. Theclergy of our primutive church after holy or- 
ders taken , dee not mary. In the firit booke the 27, 

chap.NoW both after holy orders, and yolpes to the con» 
gary , 


32 Differetices in Dodrine. 
frary priefies do mary. - 

14 Inour primitive church the vow of chaſtitie 
both of men, and Wemen Was thought godly & pratti- 
ſed. See thehiſtory thez, book_the 8, and 27.chap. the 
4., booke the 23. chap. and in many other places.Such 
yoWves noW are broken, areeſteemed dammable , are 
not [o much as alowed in ſuche as Would embrace that 
perfettion commended im the goſpell , and vniuerſally 
pradtiſed in the primitive church of the firſt 5. buns 
dred yeares. 

is. Such monkes and virgins liued m cloifter, wn obe- 
dience , in pouerty. It appeareth through out all the 
three laft bookes of the hiſtory. Namely m the 3. booke 
the8.chap. and the 4. booke the 6. chap. All ſuch 
cloyfters and orders, the relagion of Proteſt ants bath 9- 
werthroWen,as a ftate damnable and Wicked. 

16, Prayer ſor the dead,dirige ouer nigbt,& Maſe of 
Requiers 0n the morning, Was an acconitomed matter 
i our primitiuc church, W iuneſſeth this biſtory the 3. 
beoke and 2. chap. Item the 4. booke the 21. chap. 
Th:s denorion the ſober faith of Proteitants, eflecmeth 
as abhomination before god. 

17. Reſcruation of the bleſſed Sacrament thought 
no ſuperitition + our primitive church , or prophana- 
rien of the ſacrament lib, 4. Cap. 24+ 

18. HoWſeling beſore death vſed as neceſſaryfor all 
wue chriitians. As the prattiſe ſpeciſiedin this hiſtory 
Wineſſeth lib. 4. cap. 2 4. Proteſtants vnder pretence 
of 4 communion , do wickedly bereaue chriſtian ſolke 
thereof, 

19. Conſccrating of Monkes and Nunnes by the 
bands of bishops,a prattiſed ſolemnity in our prumitine 
6burch.1t appeareth in the 4. booke the 19,614 23 chape 
Proteſtants by the liberty of their goſpel laugh & ſcor- 

ne thereat, | | 
Ccume 
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20. Commemoration of Saintes at Maſſe time. In the 
fourth booke the 14, and 18, chapters. In the commus« 
non of Proteſtans ſuch commemorarnons are excluded 
4, ſjuperitious and pnlaufull. 

« 21, Pulprumage to holy places, eſpecially to Rome 6 
much Wounted matter of al eſtates of our countre im our 
prumatme church, the biſtory puneſſeth in the 4,book, 
ihe 3. and 23 chapter. Item in tbe 5. booke,the 7. chap. 
N erhing ſoundeth more prophane  barbarons m the 
rel:g10us cares of Proteitants then ſuch deuotion. 

22. Oj rebkes of holy men,ef the reverence vſed to « 
Wardes them,and of miracles Wrought by them the bi- 
ory 4s full, Namely the firit books the 29. chap. the 
3. bookes rhe29.the 4. booke , the 6. cap. Nothings 
more vile an the ſight of proteitants , then ſuch rene- 
rence of Chriſtians. 

28. Bleſsing Wh the ſigne of the Croſſe, accompted 
no ſuperitition , but prattiſed for godly and good , #3 
our primu:ue church , witneſſeth the hiſtory m the 4 « 
booke the 24. cbapter : and in the5, books the 4+ 
chapter. lu the dewoton of Proteſtants it 14 efteemed for 
Wagicke. 

24. Solemnities of Chriſtian buriall proteſtants deſ= 
Piſe and ſett light by , terming it 4 vaine of gentility 07 
heathen ſuperttition. The denotion of our prinutive 
church Was ro be buried in monaiteries, churches and 
chappells, as it appeareth mm the biftory, in the ſecond 
booke thez. chap. the third books the 8. chapter and 
other Where. 

25. benedittion of the buchop, Whereby the ſuperio« 
rity of the ſprrituallpaſtour ouer the laye , accordmgro 
the reaſon of $. Paule, exidently appeareth and is to bs 


read in this biftory of our primitine Churche, in the 4+ 11g, 5: 


books 12. chap. Proteſtants confounding 4ll goed 07- 
der, do [carne 4s this alſ0s ; 
Cc Ts 
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26. The ſeruice of thechurch Þas at the fri! plan- 
ting of ourfaith, in the latin and learned tounge , 45 it 
may appearen the firſt bookethe29. chapter, and the 

« booketbe 18. chapter. T his Proteſtants haxe alte- 
red both againſt due order, and condemning Wichgdly 
other partes of Chriftendom for the 

27. Aultars Proteſtants haue plucked downe, con- 
trary 10 the order of our primitive faub: as this bi- 
For Witneſſerh in the firft books , the 29. chap. And 
the ſecond books. the14. chap. 

28. Aultar-clothes and holy veſtements , thepro- 
phane faith of Proteſtans admitteth not. Our prixutiue 
church vſed them, as Witneſſeth the Hiſtory in the firft 
booke the 29. chap. 

29. Holy veſſels im like maner, ſor the due admini> 
ſtration of Chriſtes holy Sacraments , protefiants both 
duminishing the number of them , and prophaning the 
right vſe of ſuch as they keepe, knoWwe none, Our firſt 
fanh,both had and yſed then. The Hiftory reporteth it 
wm the firit booke the 29. chap. And in the ſecond books 
the lait chapter. 

20, Holy water Proteſtants abhorre. Our firſt faith 
vſedit. In the hiſtory it appeareth, In the firit booke 
the 29. chap. | 

3l« Nothinge is more rewiled of Proteflants , then 
the eccleſiaitical ronſure of tbeclergy. How,after What 
wmaner , and Wherefore the church of Chriſt vſeth it, 
the biſtory diſputeth and sbeWeth at large, inthe fiſte 
booke the 22. chapter, toward the ende. 

32, Ourprimitive church Was gounerned by Synods 
of the clergie only, in determining controuer ſies eccleſi- 
afticall. The biftory declareth this prattiſe m the firſs 
booke, the 2. chap. the fourth booke the 5. chap« tbe 
17. chap. and 28, chap. Proteſtants baue called the de- 


termination of ecclefiafticall matters from thence yr 
a7e 
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4) Courte only, 

33. The ſpiruuall rulers of our Primitine church, 
Were bichops and pattours duly conſecrated. 18 appe- 
reth in the Hiſtory , the firſt booke the 27. chap, 6nd in 
the ſecond booke the 3. chap. Proteſtants baus no ſuch 
due conſecration, nor no true bihops at all, 

34- Proteſtants baue brought the ſupreme gouer- 
nement of the church,to the laye authorite. In the pri» 
mutive faith of our countrie,the laye was ſnbiet ro ths 
bichop mn ſpirituall cauſes. Peruſe the 13. and 22. chap< 
rers of the third booke. 

35- Lait of all,the finall determination of ſpiritual 
cauſes in our primitine Church, reſted in the See Ape= 
Hlolihe of Rome. This prattiſe appeareth in the ſecond 
booke the 4. the1i7. and thez0, chapters . leems inn 
the fifre books the 20,chap. Hop farrethat Setis now 
deteſted by the ſober religion of proteftants, all men 
do ſee. 

36, To note hop differently, the Catholikg faith 
of all Chriftendom Was firft planted in our countrie, 
& bowthe parted faith of proteitats hath corrupted the 

ſame, the firit difference 15 cleare berin , that our firit 
Catholike faith We reeeaued of the ſee of Rome. This 
hereſy hath begonne by firſt departing from that See. 
The Apoitles of our faith came from Rome, the meſſan- 
ger of theſe ſchiſmes beganne firſt by ſcattering from 
the See Apoſilike of Rome. HoW We receiued our faith 
of Rome, the later chapters of the firſt books, and ths 
f1ſt of the ſecond do teſtifie. 

37. Agame our faith as firft preached With Croſſe 
and proceſrion. lib. 1. cap. 25. Theſe bereſies firlt 14- 
ged by throwmg downe the Croſſe, and altering the 
proceſsion therewuh. 

38 Our firft Apoſtles Were monkes , ſee theprit 
booke , the 23+ chap. and the thrird books the 3.cbap. 
Cz 1-4 
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Thefirit preachers of protefiants haue ben Apoſtatats, 
Luther, Oecolampadins, Bucer, Veter mart \'y , Bats 
nes, Barlow and other. 

In poſtills 39, Thefirft impes of our faith , the firſt ſcholers 

Tegne *® of oure Apoſtles , were boly and vertuous men. Reade 

ay ** the26, chap. of the third booke. The broode of Prote= 
Aants in the very firſt iſue,hath bene ſo enormous, that 
Luther the boly Father thereof, confeſſeth bis ſcho- 
lers to be vnder him, farre more Wicked then they Were 
before vnder the Pope. 

40, The firſt preachers of our ſaith liued Apoſtoli- 
cally in volontary paxerty, 4s the biltory reporteth in 
the firit booke the 26. chap. This 4poſtolical perfettion 
Proteitants houlding the ſelues for the Apoitles ofEn- 
gland, netther prattiſe thers ſelues , neuher can abide 
Tin other. 

41. As touching the effet and conſequence of both 
religions , our faith builded vp monaſteries and chur- 
ches,as the bigbory reporeeth mn the ſirite booke the23. 
chap» m thethird booke thez, andz3. chap. Item mn 
the fourth booke the 3, chap. Proteſiuuts baue throwen 
doWpne many, eretted none. 

42. Bythe fiſt Chriſtians of our faith , God was 
both ſerued day and night, 45 mth fourth bookethe 7 
chap. it 1s expreſſely mentoned. Proteſtants hake abo - 
lished all ſer wice of God by nt1aht , and done to the de+ 
will a moit acceptable ſacrifice. 

43 Byibedenot:on of thepecple f:rit embracing aur 
catbolique fatth, much voluntary oblations Were made 
eo the church , as in the (1r51 broke che 27. chap. it ap- 
peareth, By the recebleſſereligien of proteitants, due 0- 
blations are denied ro the church, 

ROY eq 44+ Princes indued the church With poſſeſsions & 
Tekenues , moued With denotion and feare of God. The 


lb, 
yy 3. ba , loſell lewdenes of proteſtants, haue rrred Princes to 
16, take 
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take from the chureh poſeſsions ſo genen, 

45. Laſt of all,our fiſt ſaith reduced the Scontish- 
men, lung then im ſchiſme,to the vnitie of the Catholi- 
que church. This late alteration hath remoued themſrom 
yuttie to ſchiſme. | 

46. Altheſe differences touching doirintand eccle- 
ſiaftical nouernement, are proned to concurre With the 
belefe and prattiſe of the firſt ſix hundred yeares , in 
the ſecond part of the Fortreſſe of our firſt ſaith ſet forth 
preſently with the Hiſtory, 
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FLIR22R HE kingdom of heauen is compared in 
Sed holy (cripture(chriſtia Reader)to a mar- 
Ar AQ chant aduenturer, which ſeeking 8 tra- 
»RUce ilingto find precious ſtones, hauing at 
lenghtfound our one of nga & molt excellent 
value,goerh & ſelleth all chathe harhto buy thar 
one. W hatthis ſigular and moſtexceller pearle is, 
whereuntothe kingdom of heauen is compared, 
it we weighand ponder diligently, ve ſhall inde 
ittobe no other thing, then Faith in Chriſte Ie- 
ſus, whereby the kingdom of heauen is vndoub- 
tedly purchaſed. This perle is ofpricelo fingular, 
and of value ſo excellent, tharto get it, we tell al 
that ve have, we renounce the worlde, the fleſh 
and the dinell, with all the pompes thereof, we 
cleaue onely to this, we profeſle to lyue and diein 
It. This precious pearle of Faith , this ſingular ie- 
well of true beleefe, this heauenly treaſure of the 
rightknowledge of God and of his commaunde- 
ments , as all nations at one time receyued not, 
(God of his ſecrer and right juſtice ſufferring the 
the nations to walke on their wayes) butin leue- 
rall and by ſcuerall meanes, as, and when it 
| ed God , was opened and made manifeſt, ſo 
e all nationsnot only for that, ſolde al which 
they had, yelding and ſubmitting them (clues on- 
ly and wholly thereto, bur alſo haue ſtedfaſtly & 
afluredly cleaued vnro it, haue by longe cation 
prelerued it , andenioyedir, 
Ifany bauc in time yrretly loſt thismoſtexce> 


TO THE READER» 
lentand rare iewell(as we ſee, alas, al the Southe 
and allmoſtall the Eaſt partof the worlde hath 
the cauſe thereof hath ben, the alteration, and new 
deviſed furbishing of that pearle from the former 
andnaturall ſhape thereof, firſt and formeſt recet- 
ued, Such nations and partes of the worlde , as 
haue in many ages kept,and do yet keepe and en- 
ioy this riche and princely treaſure , do therefore 
yetkeepe itandenioye it, bicauſe they continew 
and remaine init,after ſuch order and maner only, 
as they receiued it : bicauſe they keepe ir as they 
founde it , bicauſe they continueirt , as they be- 
gonne it, 

Ofthe firſt, if we remembre the breaking in of 
the; Vandals into Afrike, about the yeare of our 
Larde 4.00, men ſoone after infeted with the Ar» 
rian herefie, if we call to minde the greatrage and 
tumule of herefes, in the Greke Churche, Arrians, 
Macedonians, Eutychians, Monothelices, and a 
numbre of ſuch other, if we wil truſt the reporte 
andcourle of tyſtories thereof, we {ball enidently 
ſee, that this ineſtimable iewell of the Chriſtian 
faith, hath in Afrike and Grece vtterlie ben loſte , 
becauſe they departed fromthe firſt paterne deli» 
nered ynto them , bicauſe they altered the faith 
firſt receiued amonge them, brietely bicaule they 
yelded to herehies, 

Of the later,if we haue an eyeto the vniformi» 
ty ofthe Chriſtian faith firſt receiued in all fuch 
countries as yet remaine Chriſtians , with the 
faith firſt planted and graffed amonge thee, ifwe 
looke to Italy , to Fraunce, ro Spayne, to theca» 
tholike terricories of Grece, of Germany , of Sut 


lerland , to the kingdomes of Pole, of P 
andof ocer mine lendes fn other places of the 


—— 
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wotld diſperſed, where the precious iewel of this 
faith is knowen and enioyed, we ſhall tinde that 
all thoſe countries have and do therefore yer con- 
tinewin the ſame, bicauſe they varie not trom che 
| firſt faith receined, bicauſe they mangle not the 1e- 
| wel geuen vntothem, neither alter the naturall 
| ſhape thereof ; breefely , bicaule they belecue all 

one thinge, and after one lorteas cheir hrit reachers 
| and Apoſtles beleeued and raught them, 

For why ? They haue well remembred thead- 
monitions of $,Paule to the Corinthians, conuer- 
ted by him to the faith of Chriſt , when he wrors 

5.Cor426, Vo them and fayed , Vigutate & ſtare in fide. 
RIO Watch and ſtande in the faith. Altoto Timothy 
by himin like maner chriſtened, writing vnto him 

and ſaying.O Timothe depoſitum cuſtods , deuitans 

x Yi. 6. prophanas vyocum aouitates,O Thimorhy keepe wel 
1+ that is commirted to thy charge, anoiding propha- 
| Coleſ.y, 2* nouelties of wordes, And againe to the Colof- 
fans, praiſing them for the faith receiued, if yet 

(layeth he ) ye contine ſtedfaſt and grounded in the 

faith , if ye Wauer not from the bope of the goſpell, 

Which ye have heard , Which hath bene preached wm all 

: the Worlde. All Chriſtened Catholike countries 
haue wel remembred theſe leſ[gns of the Apoſtle, 

Andas many as haue remembred and folowed 

them , haue remained, and do yettemaine in the 

faith of Chriſt, hauelong enioyed this rare andin- 

eſtimable iewell , compared to the kingdom of 

ueng | ; 

q As al other countries haue ſo done,ſo haue we 

, engli{hmen allo theſe many hundred yeres, kept 

þ and preſerued ſound and whole the precions perle 
of right faith and beleefe, as longe as we remai- 

4 ned liedfaſt in the faith firſt plaunted andgrafted a- 
n mong 


TO THE READEFR. | 
mong vs, as long as we kept that which was & 
mitted vnto vs,as longe as we wauered nor fre 
the golpell hrit receaued, and vnmnerfaly preacH 
through al the worlde,as S, Pavie willeth vs. Wt 
atrer we beganne to alter and poliſh atter owe 
new deuiles , thisauncient perlelo long kept» 
monge vs vniuerlally made ot and elteemed, ff 
we forfooke theficſt patern of che Chriltian tth 
deljuered vnto vs, we have tallen into plencot 
herefies , from one heretyto an other , trom u- 
theran to facramentary,and lo forch,we ſtandal- 
loin daunger to fall(as other countries haue 6ne 
before vs) troma talſefaith, to no faith, fronhe- 
rely ro paganiume. | 

W hich lamenrtable and dreadfull ſtate, tthe 
entent we may by the example of other courfies, 
and by the aduertilement of the Apoſtle bqvate 
and eſchew, to the entent we leele nor vtrefy in 
rime , this ineftimable treature of our Chlttian 
taith, that we may remembre, vade excid} ann, 
from whence we haue fallen, | haue though good 
ro put thee in minde {Chriſtian Reader Yot this 
precious iewell of our faith in Chrit , what, and 
of what maner it was , when we hilt received it, 
how,and when wecame by it, what force and 4u- 
thoritie it oughrro beare with vs; and laſt of all, 
how farreand wide it varieth from the precended 
falle faith of thele wicked dayes, 

As rouching the former pointes, what the faith 
hrit planted among vs engliſhmen was , how and 
whea we receiued it, bicaute ir is a marrer biſtori- 

cal,in an Hiſtory you {bal reade it, As concerning 
the later pointes, of what authornitie the faith then 
planted ought to be , and how notoriouſly the 
talle'pretended faith ofthis time , m—— 
e 
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» bicauſe it is a matter of dodtrine , 
a ſtrerto berried by learning, in it ſball be pro- 
uedand tried in a treatiſe by ir ſelfe, as farre as 
ou abilitie ſerueth, The Hiſtory which muſt 
regrte the faith firſt planted amonge vs, ſhall 
bep ſtory of our owne deuiſing , no late com- 
pit matter , where both wy vncertaintie of 
thips ſo longe paſte, we might be much co ſeeke, 
ancpr the oe & —_— now moved, pare 
ialy mightiuſtly be ſuſpeed z buric ſball be an 
writen in the remembraunce of our 

firſt |poſtles, writen aboue $00. yeres paſt, writen 
of a\ght lerned and holyFather of Chiſteschur« 
che, f acountryman of ours, liuingand flouriſh« 
ing fortly after the faich fo planted amonge vs. 
| Otth Author of this Hiſtory, andof the matrex 
oſhall preſently ſpeake, if we firſt admo» 


. niſh ee gentle Reader that ouchingehe rreaiſ 
| ro 6-1 ethis faith, and therefore » A For« 
Ireſſe #the faith, firft planted among vs enghsbmen. 
&. Aid concernin galrhat cherin ſhall be treared 


| thourtke the paines to read the Introduttion or 
| firſt chapter therof. In it thou ſhall ſee what the 
j whole concaineth , whatis of thep to be looked 
; for, and of me to be performed, 
| Thouching the author of this Hiſtory, he was 
Of the 4u. I©ountryman of ours borne in the Northe coun- 
ther of this FIC, | eimouth not farrefrom Dyrrham. He 
j Hiſory. flouriſhed inthe yere 730. He wasaman of great 
7 learning and vertu , much reuerenced not only at 
j home but alſothroughout al Chriſtendom ,cuen 
oo ry time,andmuch I death.Of 
1s rare Jerning and knowledge his writinges yet 
| econ ſufficient teſtimony. The 
4 Proteſtants of Baſill hauc of late yeares pas 
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R_ ML 
his whole workes now extant , in eight tomes E -f leve 


containing four great volumes. In them ix appea- * 
reth,that S, Bede wasa man vniuerſally lene in all 
good lerning,as well of humanity and philolopby 
as of djuinity,Cxpert ot the rounges, ready in ho- 
ly (criptures,and pertetly conueriantin the olde 
tathers, 

He was (o greata folower of S. Auguſtin ( the 
worthyelt pillerof rhechurche ſince the Apoltles 
time)chat his commentaries vpon holy Scriptures 
both ot the oldeand new Teſtament, are almoſt 
worde for worde out of S. Auguſtin, He was fo di- 
ligent areader of that lerned Father, thatwhereas 
inthe wordes of S, Auguſtin, no perpetual com- 
mentary vpon the Epiſtles of $.Paule being exrar, 
and yer that worthy Father, in diuers places of 
his lerned workes, hauing by occaſion rouched & 
expoundedeuery text of thole epiſtles, Venerable 
Bede for the grear profic of his poſterity , as a man 
borne to edihe Chriſtes Church , hath ſo gathered 
thole [cattered places our of the mayne tea of S. 
Augultins workes , that placing them in order & 
faſhion, he madeaiuſt and ful commentary vpon 
al the Epiſtles of S, Paul,with S. Auguſlins owne 
wordes , noting alwaies to the reader, the booke 
andchaprer of S, Auguſtin , from whence he had 
taken thoſeplaces, This workeis intituled Col- 
le ance Bede. In which worthy worke, we may 
doubte whom to maruaile more at or commend, 
S. Auguſtin, who had ſo ofte in his workes trea- 
ted ot S, Paul , and omitted no one ſentence vn- 
CN » Or S, Bede who lo gathered into 
aiuft commentary the ſayinges ot S. In, 
meani no ſuch & thinge 9 if Mb. 
20% Beto ye 0grent mien ſake was act” 
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tinuall preacher, His homelies yet extant do te- 
ſtihe , made not only vpon the goſpels and epiſt- 
les of the Sondayes throughoutthe yeare, bur al- 
ſo vpon the feſtiuall dayes of Saintes. They areto 
be read in the ſeuenth rome of his workes, Theſe 
homilies of his, were ſo highly eſteemed that (as 

Lib de [cri Trithemius reporteth ) they were openly read in 

eceleſieſti. churches , while heyer lyued , throughout our 

Miewon, :, country. Euen as we reade ofholy Ephrem, that 

m—_ =y lerned deacon of Edefla , thathis writinges alſo 
were openly read in churches , next atter holy 

{cripture. After his death they were received of 0- 

In 1943.6. ther partes of Chriſtendom, Fraunce eſpecially(as 
Platin noteth ) and are ro this daye read in prin- 
cipall feſtes, with no lefle auchoritie and reyeren- 
ce then the homilies of $, Ambrole, $. Auguſtin, 
S, Gregory,and others. Briefely the whole occu- 

} rib. «, pationand buſineſſe of this learned man was, to 

| Hiſter., lerne, to teache and to write,as in his owne wor- 


desplacedatter the ende of this hiſtorie, himſelte 
recordeth.Againe for the more commmendation 
of his lerning, it is to beremembred what lerned 
{cholers he had. Amongethe reſt the moſt famous 
were ( as Polidore ſpecifieth) Rabanus, Alcuinus 
Claudius, and Toanes Scorus, nor the {choleman, 
buran other of Sain& Benets order. Thele were al 
| famous andlerned writers,as in Trithemius who 
hath writen their liues , the lerned may reade. Al- 

cuinus, S. Bedes ſcholer,beingeſent of Offa king 

of the midle-engliſhmen in embaſlaſiage to Char- 

L lemainthe firſt and moſt glorious Emperour ot 
the Germans , was forhis vertu and lerning 1%» 

tained with the Emperour , and became his{cho- 

lemaſter and infirntine in all kinde of H_ 

ing, He taught afreratParis, and perſuadedthe 
Pip. R_—_ ' EmperouLr 
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EmperourCharlemain to ere there an vniuerfity 
which beginning with that vertuous fountaine 
S.Bedes icholer and our country man, welee-now 
ro what a great river it hath multiplied, and how 
many lerned men thele ſeauen hundred yeares.& 
vpwarde, have from thence ben derived. To re- 
rurne to S, Bede , he had twolerned brothers, 
Strabo an Haymo, both famous writers and lightes 
ofthe church, as in Honorius, Trithemius, Pla- 
tin,and otherecclefiaſtical writers it may be lene. 
And thus much of bis lerning; which who liſt far- 
derto tre, he may reade his lerned workes, late- 
ly fetforth ( as Liaied ) and much commended by 
he proteſtants them ſelues of Baſil, For more la- 
__— the engliſh reader, I will after the pre- 
tace, place his whole life ſhortly writen by Tri- 
themis , with the enumeration of certain of his 
workes1n his time knowen, | 
As tonching the vertu of holy S. Bede , which 
properly commendeth an hiltoriographer, & dil- 
chargeth him from all ſurmiſes and ſuſpicions of 
falſe reporting,or poericall fayning , it may beto 
any well meaning man a lufficient argument, that 
euen from the age of leuen yeares( as he writeth 
himlelfe) he liued in a cloyſter , and ferued all- 
mighty God day and nighr1n religion to the laſt 
houre of his life, which was the continuaunce of 
55. yeares.Al which time he loatrended to praier 
ro dayly & howrely ſeruing oftGodinthechurch, 
co priuat meditations,that ( a8 one writerh)if yee 
conſider his life , yee would thinke he had ſtu- 
died nothing, and againe if ye beholde his ſtudis, 
yee would luppole he had ſpent no timein prayer. 
For his great vertuand modeſty he wasin his life 


time called Venable Bedezas Trithemius noteth 
of 


Of birver- 
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of whom alto Platina in thatlence ſpeaketh, fay- 
ing.Beda preter grece atque latine lingue dottrinam, 
quam non mediucrier tenunt , ob religionem etiam 4t- 
que modeſtiam Venerabilis cognomentum adeptus eft, 
Bede was lurnamed the Venerable tor his religion 
and modeſty : belide that he was learnedin the 
Greeke & Latin tounge, Polidorealleaging Bede 
in the hiſtory of our country , citeth him with 
thele titles. Beds homo Auglus, quo nibil caſtius, ni- 
hil melius , niil verius,Gc. Bedean englis{\h man, 
them whom none more chaſte,none oft more ver- 
tu,none of moretruth, &c. With like commen- 
dation and reuerence is he alleaged of his lerned 
polteririe in all ages, 

In his life time not only at home with his owne 
countrymen for his vertu and learning was he in 
high eſtimacion,& in greate credit with the No. 
bility of our country,bit allo he was abrode with 
other Chriſtian princes ( being bur a monke by 
profeſſion) in great eſtimation and much reue- 
renced. Therefore like as ve reade of Saint Anto- 
ny ,S. Hierom, before his time, of $, Bernard 6 
other after him, all monkes and religious men, 
that in their priuat celles , they had yera care of 
publike quyer, and like counlellers of the whole 
worlde,they moued princes to their duty , foot 
holy S. Bede wereade the fame. For thus Platina 
reporteth of him. Cum Africe & Hiſpania 4 Sar- 
Tacenis occuparetur, Bcda, qui eiſdem temporibus ſunt, 
banc calamitatem luteris ad Principes Chriſtians no- 
minis ſcriptis, lamentatus et: quo bellum m hoſtes Des 
argue hominum (uſciperent.W hen Afrike & Spayne 
was taken & helde of the Sarrazens, Bede which 
lyued in that time, lamented this calamity in let- 
ters wriren to Chriſtian Princes , ro the _ 

c 
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that they ſbould make warres againſt the enemies 
of God and men. W herein borh the vertuous zele 
and religious care of common quyet in holy S, 
Bede appereth , and the authoritie alſo which he 
hadd abrode with other Chriſtian princes, is hg. 
nified, Vnto whoallo a licle before his death, in 
familiar letters he propheciedof the waſte of 
Europe and the weſt church, which ſoone after 
his death enſued by the Sarazens,For as Afrike by 
their meanes loſt the faith and lackethit yer , 
Spayne of late only recovered the faich againe, 
Thus much of his learning and vertu. Other par- 
ticulars of his lite , as, where he was borne, how 
he lyued and dyed, yee may partly readein his life 
wricen by Trithemius, which we haue tranſlated 
and placeda part after the preface, & partly in his 
owne words folowing , after the ende of this hi- 
ſtory. 

The Authour of this hiſtory being a man of ler- 
ning and vertu, a countryman of ours , one that 
wrneth the hiſtory of thinges doneat home, done 
in his life time, ora few yeares before, the me- 
mory of them being yet freſh and new, it ſhall not 
nede crult co perſuadethe Readerin many words 
ro geue credit vnto him, in ſuch —__— here- 
porteth. Neither mayl feareto prefer hisauthority 
before the authority or report of any ma that now 
liveth. For beſide his lerningand verry, it is to be V7 *%s 
colideredthar he liued ina quiettime, before thele ;;, ire. 
controverſies which now 1o trouble Chriſtends, > is :» be 
were moued, He isan indifferent reporter, There crediced, 
isno {uſpicion of partes taking,no preiudice of fa- 
uouring either ide, no feare *taffeftion or miſl- 
iudgement to be gathered againſt him. We haue 
goodcaulſe to luſpeR rhe reportes of Bale , of Fox 
of 
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of Bacon and ſuch other , which are knowen to 

maintamea faction and ſingular opinion lately 
jſpronge vp , who reporte thinges palled many 
hundred yeares betore their dayes. No luch lulpi- 
cion can be made of 'S, Bede, wholyued aboue 
eight hundred yeares palteand reporterh the plan» 
ting of Chriltian religion among vs engliſhmen, 
partly by chat which he fawe him felte , partly 
by the reporte of tuch , who either liued at the 
hrſt coming in of Chriſtianiry ro our country 
them lelues, or were |icholers to ſuch, Whoallo 
was no maintainer of any lee or tation, bur, li- 
ued and died in the krnowen common faith 
Chriſtendom, which then was , and is now bur 
One. 

In this hiſtory therefore vew , and conhider the 
hp ger coming in of Chriſtian faith in toour country ,the 
hiftory, heauenly tydinges vrought to our Lande , the 

courle, increale , and mulciplying thereot, The 
vertuous behauiour of our torctachers the hit 
Chriltenengli{tmen. Peru!c ano marke the fanh 
which they belezuea,the hope wherein they con + 
tinued, the charitic whe! by hey wrought, Their 
faith taught chom ro lubnur them lelues ro one 
ſupreme head in Chriites ch'1rch the Apoſtolik 
Pope of Rome, Peters lucceilor, ro whom holy 
Hears, 16. Scripture tellech vs the keves of che kingdome of 
heauen were geuen, Their faith taught themall 
luch thinges as are now by Pxotcitanrs dented, as 
for the more part we haue out of the hiſtory ga- 
thered by anumbre of difterencesplased in the le» 
cond part of the Fortreſle., Their hope and charity 
ſo wrought, that our dere country of England 
hathben more enriched with places erected £0 


Gods honour , and to the fre maintenaunce of 
good 
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TO THE READER. 
goo ler aing , then any onecountryin all Chri. 
{t-10-"e beſide. Gather honnylyke bees our of 
this comforrablehiſtory of our country , not ve. 
nim like ſpiders, Reade it with charitable ſimpl[- 
city , not with tulpicious curiofity;yyith vertuous 
chariry, not with wicked malice. As for example, 
The fate of SaintGregorydelcribed inthelecond 
booke the fit chapter of this hiſtory , reporting 
how that holy man ſeing in Romecertain of our 
countrymen ſet to be folde in the market, moued 
with cheir outwarde beauty beganne to pitic and 
lamentcheirinwarde fovle infidehry, holy Saint 
Bzde wriceth diligently as an argument of his 
greatgood zele andtendering of Chriſtes rehgio, 
and conſtruethittothe beſt, as no honeſt Reader 
can other wyle do, Butbaudy Bale according to 
the cleanes of his {prit and holy gholpell , like & 
venemous ſpider, being filthy and vncleane him 
felfe,lucketh our a poiloned lence and meaning, 
charging that holy man with a moſt outragious 


viceand notto benamed, Solikean other Nero $4; ; 
(who liuing in lewde lechery wouldenot be per- Nerone, 


luaded that any was honeſt )this olde ribauld, as 
in other ſtories he pratiſed , maketh this hiſtory 
allo(miniftring no vnhoneſt fuſpicionat all , nor 
geuing colour of yncleane furmiſing) ro ferue his 
hlchy apperit and beſtly humour. It wil berter bes» 
come the godly reader , and Chriſtian hart to 1n- 
rerpret al to the beſt,for in deede, none can think 
euill of other, which isnor euil huntelt, Charity 


layeth $, Paule,rthinketh no enil, reoyſeth not of ini= 1; Cor.t157] 


quity, but is delighted mverity.Such charity if ic had 
ben in Bale and his felow proteſtanes , weſhould 
notnow haue had ſo many lewde lies , and mali- 
ciouslurmiles vpoa the lives of holy men , a2 
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are to beſene in the workes ofBale, Fox, & other. 
In this hiſtory it ſhal be no loſtetime roperuſe 
the lerned, vertuous, and zelous epilſtles of cer- 
raine Popes of Rome after S. Gregory,as of Bo- 
nifa civs, Honorius, Vitalianus , and other to 
the kinges of our country, as wel for the encrea- 
ſiog of Chriſtian faith, as for che extirping of Pe= 
lagian hereſy, for the due obſeruation of Eaſter, 
which al Chriſtendom hetherto kepeth , and 0- 
therlike matters, V hile ye peruſethis, ye may 
remembre the Jowdelies and flaunderous repro= 
ches of proteſtants, daily preaching and writing , 
that after S, Gregory al faith was fo » Gods ho- 
nour was trode vnder foote, al right religion was 
ouerturned, and that euvenby the Popes them ſel» 
ues.Betrer to beſtowe icle houres in ſuch vertu- 
ous leſſons as this Hiſtory geveth , and more 
charitable to note the godly writing es of the Po- 
pes here allo comprited , then to prie out with 
baudy Bale the euill lives ofour ſuperiours, who 
were they as badde as the Phariles or worſe , yer 
they are to be obeyed by the comandeme:t of our 
Sauicur in ſuch things as they ſaye,though notco 
be folowed in their doings. Truly monalteries be- 
inge now throvwen dow1ire,no exaplesof vertu & 
pertc&ionappering in luch as now preache and 
reach,al remebrance of Chriſtian deuotion would 
be forgotten, if the helpe of ſtories were nor. 
As touching the manitold miracles mencioned 

In this hiſtory, note the perſo thatreporteth them 
andthetime they were done in , to wit, inthe 
primitive church of the engliſh nation. At the 
r_s of a faith, miracles are wrought of God 

y the handes of his faithfull for more euidence 


therof good life in ſuch as newly receius the faith 
. 1s 


TO THE READER. T 
is more terueurt, Viſions and working of miracles, 
accopanie tholerthar liue,in ſuch teruet goodneſſs 
&pe: teftion. VW 2 haue therforeracher more cauſe 
rolament the corrupt itate of our time , andthe 
colde cenoricn of this age , then to diſcredit 
the perfet behauioi:r of our primitive church, 8 
the miracles wrought therin, Opera Deirevelare & 
couſiters glorioſum eſt, Itis an honourable thinge 
to reuelc and contelle the workes of God, ſayerh 
the Angel to Tobias in holy {criprture. Such ther 
fore as wil thiake the miracles of this hiſtory here 
reporred either vncredible,or vaprohitable,& ltuch 
as might haue ben lefr out, cruly eicher they muſt 
denie the author, or enuie at Gods honour. Such 
as demie the author, wewillnor force then to be« 
leue him, we make it nota mater of ſuch neceſſity 
or importance. Yer this Fthinke I maybe boldero 
require the,that they beleue as farrS.Bede,as they 
do the Aﬀtes & monuments of Fox, the. ſtorie of 
Bale,& tuch other. I thinke ir nofinne to match 
Venerable Bede wich any 6f them in any reſpeR, 
either of learning”, honeſty'or truth, It may rather 
ſlauourof hnne,oratleſt of wronge iudgement, 6 
great partiality, to beleue Bale, & dilcredir Bede? 
the one being notoriouſly bent ro one fade; a late 
knowen naughty man ,the ochera confefled ho+ 
ly man of al the Latin church. Laſt ofall, the one 
thought learned only of a few , the other ac+ 
compred for exccllencly learned euen ofthe pro- 
reltants them ſelues, namelychoſe of Baſtle,who 
haue molt diligently, and with much commen- 
| dation publiſhed his workes, Burt I may ſeeme to 
do iniury to that holy man,to compare him with 
any of our daies, glory he neuer ſo much of the ſpi- 
nt,ortheghoſpel.To returne therfore to the mat- 
D2z ror 
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ter no indiftere: Reader hath any cauſeto difcredit 
the miracles reported in this Hiſtory, if he will 
haue aneye to the perion that vwriteth,& no ſmale 
argument for the confirmation of our Cathohke 
faith, planted among vs engl:{zmen }, that at the 
planting therof, ſuch miracles were wrought. Of 
Cop, 3, This argmetin the 2.part of theFortreſſe, wehaue 
That the treated more at large, whither I refer theReader, 
Hiſtory It otherwiſe the Hiſtory tor the often miracles 
_— here reported, ſem? to any man vaine, fabulous, 
waine os Or Vacredible, I earneſtly require hiia 6iligently 
fabulous, tO pondre and beare away that which foloweth : 
Firſt generaly in aneccleh1aſtical hiſtory,ina hiſto- 
ry writen of the Churche, inthe Hiſtoricall nar- 
ration of matters pertaining to God, ro faith , and 
to Religion , it hath cuer lo tallen our in al Chri- 
ſtian writers,that o: miracles much & often men- 
cion hath ben made, Who fo peruleth the eccleſt- 
aſticall hiſtories of Euſebius Parmphilus, and of 
Ruftnus, the tripartit hiſtory of Socrates , Sozo- 
menus and Thogorer, the hiſtory of Euagriusand 
Nicephorus , heſhal hnde reportedin chem ſtra- 
unge and miraculous matters touching the lyues 
ot holy men, 1 or an exaple of ſuch, Euſebius re- 
r;b.6.c.g. porte: hof Narciſtus a holy man, that light lacking 
in the church, al the oyle of the lapes being ſpent, 
he mace by prayer well water to feruein ſteedeot 
oyle, and thelampe light to burne by that, Alto 
ofthe lame ma he wriceth, that wheras three m2n 
had periured themlelues in an accularion againit 
him,eche onexyiſhing co him ſelfe dizerſe plagues 
and vengaunce from God if their accuſation were 
falſe,cache one had foone after the plague that he 
wiſhed, falling vpon him euidently and miracu- 
Lib.5.,18 louſly. The lame yiiter reporteth of an herbs 
growing 
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growing before an image of our Sautour in Czla- 
rea of Phcenicia , where allo an other image ſta- 
deth of .he woman cured by Chrilt of the bloude 
dy fluxe , which herbe after that by groweth ir 
roucheth the braten hemme of che Images gar» 
mear , it cureth deleates of all forres, Ruſftiaus un 
like maner in his ecclef1aſticall hiſtory, reporteth 
miraculous things of Spiridion the holy biſhop 
of Tremichune in Cypres , as that when certain 
theeues would haue liolen of his ſhepe,and came 
to the folde in the night time for that purpole, he 
tound them 1n the morning faſt bounde withour 
any man to binde them. Who hnding them in 
ſuch caſe in the morning, and vnderſtanding the 
cauſe therot, abſoluit ſermone, quos meritis vinxerars 
He looted them by his worde, which before had 
bound them by his metices, faith the Hiſtory, A- 
gaine whereas a certaine frend of his had left with 
his daughter Ireene by name, a certain pleadg,and 
the mazxde minding to keepe it ture hyding it vn- 
der the earth, and dying (hortly after , without 
rellingthe father any i bing therot,the party came 
{loone afcerto require the pleadg , Spuidion the 
holy bishop, not being able otherwile to finde it 
about his houle , anc leing the poore man gre- 
uouſly lamenting the lofle thereof , went haltely 
to the grave where the maicee lay, & called her by 
her name, W ho ſtraight anſwering him; heasked 
her where {he had laied the pleadg of tuch a man, 
which the maide forthwith rold him,and he ther- 
vpon founde 1t and reſtored it to the party, Thus 
mich and more reporterth che eccleſraſticall hiſt. 
of Ruthnus writen about the yere of our Lorde. 
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490, It Iihould ſtand vpo the recital of other mi- ,, ;;b, z, 
xa6les reporied in that hiſtory done at the Gt yh 
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of Chriſt founde out, by Helena, done by a cap» 
tive Chriſtian woman in Iberia, done by the ſcho- 
lers of S. Antony the eremite, l{1dorus, Moyles, 8 
other. If T ſhould likewiſe makea particular recital 
of the miracles mecioned 1n the triparrit Hiſtory, 
wrought by the Crofle of Conltantin, of the vi- 
fions of Amos and Antony the eremires , allo of 
Piammon the monke, of the muraculous cures & 
prophecies by Ioanes a monke;allo of the viions 
and miraculous cures wrought at Conſtanrinople 
inthe Catholike oratory of Gregory Naziazzn, 
if I ſhould againe rouche the miracles wrought 
by Symeones that famous Anchoret , and of a 
number of other out of the Hiltory ot Euagrius 
and Theodoret , I ſhould paſſe the boundes and 
meaſnre of a preface . It {hall be ſufficient gene- 
rally ( as I fayed ) tonote , that all ecclefralticall 
Hiſtories (ſuchas this Hiſtory of Venerable Bede 
is ) doalwayes by occafiointermingle miracles,in 
theliues of holy men 8& lights of Chriſtes church, 

Yea this kinde of writing hath ben thought lo 
profrtable and neceſlary for the church of Chrilt, 
tor comtirmation of the faith, for example of good 
life, for the glory of God, that the beſt and molt 
learned writers in Chriſtes church, haue employ- 
their ſtudies therein, Athanaſius wrote the life of 
S, Antony the Abbar : and ſo much commendeth 
the knowledge thereof , that in the preface he 
ſayeth : Perfeita eft ad virturum via Antonium ſcire 
gd frerit, It 182 perfe&t way tovertu, to know 
whar a man Antony was, Gregory bishop of Nice 
brother ro S. Baſill, wrote A lives of holy E- 
phrem, and Theodorus the Martyr, S. Hierom 
wrote the lives of Paulus , Hylarion, and Anto- 
ny monkes, S$, Ambroſe wrote the liues of S. A- 
gnes 


TO THE READER, 55 
gnes, S, Thecla,S. Sorter , and Pelagia Martyr,all £.1.&3. 
Martyrs and virgins of Chriſtes church. Euſebius — - 
Emiſſenus wrote thelives of Genefhus, Epipho- g,,.4 as 
dius, and Alexander Martyrs of Chriſtes church virgines. 
alſo. Prudentius wrore in verſe the lives and mi- 
racles of many Saints. Theodoret that learned '» hom. fol 
biſhop of Chyrra,wrore a great book of Saints li- *** 
ues , intituled Philotheus , whereof he maketh ws 
often mention in his ecclefiaſticall hiſtory, Seue- , ;, A 
rus Sulpitius, an eloquent writer , of more then cp, z0.1ib 
twelue hundred yeares paſt, wrore the miraculous 4. cp. 25. 
life of S. Martin S. Auguſtinin his booke De cinj= © *7+ 5. 
tate Dei, among other arguments& tokens of the **'**?" % 
Chriſtia faith, reckoneth vp in a ſer chaprer, ſodry 
miracles wrought at the toumbes and reliques of 
holy Martyrs , eſpecialy of S. Steuen.Breefely , it 
we will have aneye to holy ſcripture it lelfe , we 
hnd in the foure euangeliſtes, behde the heauenly 
dodrine, beſide the tydings of our ſaluatis, befide 
the myſtenes of our redeinption,the miraclesalio 
—_ by our Saujour moſt diligetly expreſled, 
& ofthe threewhich frit wrote particularly repe- 
ted: we hndein the Attes of the Apoſtles, many 
miraculous cures,and expulſions of wicked {pirits 
wrought by the Apoſtles. In the bookes of the 
kinges likewiſe, manytolde miracles and thinges 
( otherwiſe vncredible) are reported to be done 
by Elias and Helifeus the Prophets, 
To conclude therefore , this preſent hiſtory of 
Venerable Bede, this hiſtory of thechurch of 
England ( our dere country) containing in it be- 
ſide the hiſtorical narration of the coming in of 
vs engliſhmen intorhislande, and ofarttaining to 
the faith of Chriſt in the ſame, manifold miracles, 
and particular liues of holy men, as of Saint Au- 
gull 
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guſtin, Pavulinus, Mellitus and other our &rit +. 
oſtles , of learned Theodoret anc W iItri ,of the 
Foly biſhops Aidan of Scotland, S, Ct: beri , S, 
John of Beuerlake,S.Chadsd. S.Erkenw 1! En- 
pland, of S, Olwal { ,of S.Audry and ciuers uther 
xeligious virgins, in the very [pringe anc ' rit fru- 
tes of Chriſtian faith, ought notro any Ciuiſtian 
manſiceme a vaine, fabulous , or increoibl 2 narra- 
tion, moretherthe hiſtories of other Saintes 1i- 
ues,no lefle miraculous and diflerent from the 
common trade of men ( elpeciiliy 11 the lewde 
looſe liberty of this wicked time ) then che hues 
and doinges mentioned in this hiſtory, c::ght ro 
ſeme, being yet writen of the molt learned f4.hers 
in Chriſtes church aboue named ,and in the pu. 
zeſt ime of Chriſtianity, by the acuerlaries owne 
confeſſion,to wit , al within the compalle ot the 
firſt five hundred yeares. And as Theodoret inthe 
preface of his Philotheus , warneth the Chriſtian 
Readers, nor to dilcredic any chinge by himro be 
metioned in that hiſtory of {aintes liues,fo will I 
with his wordes, warne the [tudiqus Readers her- 
of, Lluch as eſtoeme the judgement ot the holy and 
learned Fathers, Theodorer layeth , and Tin the 
name of Venerable Bede aye the lame. 


for. | 
= {5g Eos quiin buzus hiftorie lectionem 1nciderjut, oro 4t « 
bum. Yue co{ecro, Ge. Thoile which thall happen to rea- 


An a4me- de this hiltory ( fayerh Theodoret) 1 praye and 
ni:ion ow: beleche, that it chey hnde any thing writen, which 
of 190 art paſſeth their power, they do yet belecucic , not 
th —_ meaſuring the vertn and power of holy men, with 
Wy their owne vertuor power. For God geucth gif- 

res of the holy Ghoſt to the godly, and more ex- 

cellent, to ſuch as excell in godlynes, And this I 


Ipeake to them which ate not acquainted ward 
[2C 
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the ſecret workes of God, for fuch as haue wel ter- 
ched and tryed the lecrers of the holy Ghoſt,they 
knowe and feele his bountitullnes, and do well 
vnderſtand what God among men , worketh by 
men, when by the mighty power of miracles, he 
draweththe vnbeleuers to the knowledg of him. 
Truly who {oeuer wil ſticke ro credit ſuch things 
as we {hall report , no doubtre bur he wall alto 
ſtickeand itagger,ro beleeuethe miraculovs wor- 
kes of Moyles, of Iolue, of Elias, and of Elizeus, 
yea the miraculous workes of the Apoitles, be 
will accomprt for very fables, Otherwile,it he wil 
belecuethole other thinges to be all true, why 
will he miſtruſt thele for talle ? For the lame gra- 
ce of God which wrought in thoſe , hath allo 
wrought in thele holy men , all ſuch thinges as 
they did. For this grace being continual and euer 
running , tendringalwayes tuch as make them 
lelues worthy thereof, by ſuch men, as by certain 
rivers, keepeth her mayne courle , and floyerth 
molt plentitully.. Thus tarre Theodorer, 

For indeede ,as S. Auguſtin {ayerh,terching 
out the realon how wethat liue,are yihred of holy 
men departed this worlde. Aly ſunt humanar:m 
limutes rerum , alia drumarim ſigna virturum , als 


ſunt que naturaluer,alia admirabiliter ſunt, quamms , 


& nature Deus aſ11t vi fit, > muraculis nature non 
defit. The bondes ot mans abillty, and the hignes 
ot Gods power bediuerte, Somethings are cone 
naturally, lome miraculouſly : though yer both 
God helpeth nature, and natvre , concurceth 
in miracles. And theretore S., Auguſtin though 
({ being yer to excellently learned ) he could 
by norcaton hnde out how holy men departed 
this worlde muaculouſly yyorke here 0n earth N « 
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in the ſame place he expreſlely confeſleth) yethe 
reporting how that Tohn thac holy Monke appea- 
red ina viſton by nightto a godly woman feruent- 
ly deſiring to lee and ralke with him, and how 
he heard it by the mouth of one v/bich learned ic 
of the party herlelte,S of her husband, he ſayeth, 
Qui boc ab ets comperit , retulit mibi vir grauts & 
nobilis, & digni[simus, credids . One which vader 
ſtode this of the parties them lelues , reported ir 
vnto me, a man graue , worſhipfull, and worthy 
of credit, I beleued him.Butr(fayeti S. Auguſtin in 
the wordes immediatly folowing) ifI had ſene 
thacholy Monke my ſelfe,becaule,as they ſaye, he 
was both very gentleto be alked , and very wile 
to make an{wer, I would haue aſked of him (tou- 
ching chis mater ) whither he himſelfe came to 
that woman in his flepe,thar is, his ghoſte in the 
ſhape of his body , as we alſo dodreame in onr 
bodies, or whither he himſelfe being otherwiſe 
occupied , or it heflept , dreaming | I other 
thinge, yetſuch aviſion of him appeared to the 
woman in her dreame, either by an Angell , or 
by ſome other meanes, and that by the {pirit of 
prophecy he forekneyy all this, and therefore pro- 
miled before to her husbande that he woulde lee 
her, Forif he himſelfe was preſent ro the woman 
1n her dreame, truly that was done by miraculous 
grace , not by nature, by the gifre of God, not by 
his owne power. Butif he being otherwile occu- 
pied, or fleaping himlclte, and occupied with 0- 
ther phantafies, yetthe woman ſawe him in her 
ſleepe , truly then it ſemerh not much valike to 
thatrwereadein the Attes of the Apoſtles, where 
our S2uiourſpeaketh to Ananias of Saul , andrel- 


leth him, that Saule did ſee Ananias coming £9” 
ward 
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ward him , Ananias himlelfte not knowing any 
thing thereof, W hich ſo euer of all theſe thar ma 
of God ſhould aniwer vnto me, would farcer yet 
aske him rouching the martyrs, hither they the 
ſelues be preſent jn vifions , or elſe by lome 
other meanes do appeare to {uch as ſee them in 
in whar forme they liſt, & tpecialy when the de- 
uils in mens bodies confefle that they are tormen- 
ted of them, and defire rhem to ſpare them , or 
whither all theſe chinges be done at the will of 
God by the Angelicall powers , (or the honour & 
commendation of Saints, and for the profit of me, 
the martyrs them ſelues being in the meane ſpace 
in moſt perte& quiet, occopied with more excellec 
lighces feuerally from vs, and praying fo for vs. 
For at Millainalfoat the combes of the holy Mar- 
tyrs Proraſius and Gervafius, rhe devils naming 
them, as alſo other departed men, confeſſed allo 
bishop Ambrolethen liuing , andcried vpon him 
toſparethem , the bishop then being otherwile 
occupied, not knowing at al thereof, Laſt of all, 
whither theſe thinges be ſome times done by rhe 
very preſence of the Martyrs, ſometime by the mi- 
niſtery of Angels,and then whither jt may be dit- 
cerned of vs , & by what rokens we may diſcerne 
ir, or Whichernone cls can diſcerne it, bur ſuch as 
haue that gift by the ſpirite of God, dividing pe- 
culiarly ro euery oneas he willeth, Al theſe rhin- 
ges, I thinke , this Ioha would diſcufle and des 
clare vnto me: that cither at his teaching I might 
learne and know ſuch things to be true and cer- 
tain, or elsI might belecue without knowledge, 
he yer teaching luch thinges as he knew, Bur if 


1, COT, Its 
*% 


perhaps he would anſwere to all theſe my doub.. Eccleſ.. ;, 


tes out of holy teriprure, and (aye ynto me, Secke 
oy 


— ” 


Xote. 


Lib. codemn 
cap, 15, 
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not fuch thinges as paſſe your capacity,norſerche 
not after rhat which excelleth; your ability , bur 
what our Lorde hath commanded you, thinke 
vpon thole thingesallwayes, I ſhoul*gladly rike 
this an|were alſo, Now enim paruns eit frattus, fi ali- 
qua obſcura & wncerta que compredendere non vale- 
mus,clarium certumque ſit nobis non eſſe querenda , & 
pnuſquiſque vult diſcere, putans pi odeſſe ſi ſciat,diſcat 
non obeſſeſi neſc:ar. For ict 13 no (mall profic, itin 
fuch darke & doubtefull matters as by real on we 
can not hnde , yet we may clerely and cuidently 
fee, that luch cthinges are not by reaton to be to- 
unde, And that cuery one delirous to know, thin= 
king luch knowledge might profic him, may lerne 
It 1s nedelefle to knowe, what h2 can not poſſibly 
knowe. Thus farre S, Auguſtin in that place, be- 
leuing the miraculous operations of holy Martyrs 
and vitions of holy men , though he couldnor 
atraine tothe realon either ot the one orthe other, 
In like maner he belecuerh , thar S. Felix rhe 
holy Confeſlour of Nola, when that citie was gr8« 
uouſly aſſieged, non ſolis beneſtcrorum eff eftibus, ve+ 
um etiam ipſis bominum aſpettibus apparuiſſe , not 
only by miraculous workes and pretent tuccour, 
bur by euident viſion and common fight appeared 
vito men,Such vihos ſuch muacles holy andlear- 
ned men |ticke not to beleve, though they perce 
not vnio the realon therot. And euen foluch holy 
& miraculous exampies as aboad in this Hittory, 
though ihey caunor perhaps hinke1nto the hartes 
of Proteitants, whole faichis limited by reaton, 
and buildcd vpon worldly vitt , yet Catholikes 


z. Cor. 19 yyhich hauc learned of S, Paule ro ſubdue their vn- 


1.C07.1 3» 


derſtanding tothe obedience of ſaith,and whole faith 
1s guided by Charity Which beleneth all ghimges = 
cM 6 


\ 
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the Apoſtle allo teacheth , can eaſcly beleeue the 


tolowe che Arrians, which when a blind man was 
reſtored to ſ1ght at che rombes ot S, Geruaſiusand 


Protzf1us arMillain,S. Ambroſe then being bishop Confeſ. lib. 


andd. Auguſtin nor yer chriſtened being then pre- 


ſent allo, layed yet( as S, Ambroſe writeth of 3*% 2! 


them) Non ſunt ii; martives , nec torquere diabolum 
poſſunt , nec aliquem l:berare.Thele are no Martyrs 
they can not torment the deuill , they can not 
helpe men, And againe Ariani dicunt. Non ſunt 
demonum vera torments, ſed fits & compoſite lndi- 
bria. The Arrians do laye. Thele are not true tor- 
menres of the deuills, but fained and imagined 
iluhons.Lec Protzitants folow their hy + «nan 
plde curled heretikes, let them ſcoffe at the mira- 
eles done atthe rombe of S. Alban that holy mar- 
tyr,and of S, Cutbertthat holy Confeſlour , we 
will beleeue with Theodoret, with S, Auguſtin, 
and with S. Ambrole , luch vertu and miracu- 
lous power of holy Martyrs and Confeſlours 
mentioned by Venerable Bede, as they beleeued 
the report of good men, betore them, 

For the fard-r contentation of the Reader in 
this point, befide al which hath ben ſayed, we ſhal 
inthe hiſtory it lelte (when ſtraunge and vncredi- 
ble miracles and v;hons ſhall occure ) note mthe 
margent oiher 'yke examples , auouched by the 
molt approued writers of che primitiue churche, 
To make anende , if all this (uffiſech not ro de- 
fend this Hiſtory trem the cauilles of Proteſtants 
bicauſe of the miracles bere reported, then letthe 
ſhew arcalon yhy the Aſtes and Monuments of 
M. Fox, 


; Hevetikes 
report of ſo holy and learned a man , as Vene-_,, ;. 


rable Bedein al! Chriſtendom hath theſe many j,,, OY 
hundred yeares ben accompred. Let Proteſtants cles, 
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— M. Fox, deferne not thelike. Are there not alſo 
Poreffars j1, that dongell , h:aped anumber of milerable 

orerrnded _ + , f > —__— 
25h" a miracles rolettorth the glory of their ſtinkinge 
Martyrs? | report meto the leaues of that booke 
pag. 95. 183. 208. 251. 359. 416, 433- 4 42+ 443+ 
4-4.4-.520.645.60d. 575.5$1.,104-041355.1670.1677, 
In al which places miracles ſuch as they be,areco 
to be founde, And rolpeake fomwhar particular- 
ly , he that in this hiſtory will diſcredit fuch mi- 
racles as S$, Bede reporterh vpon report of one 
brother or ſiſter, ler him geue a realon why he be- 
leeueth the tale ot Eliſabeth Lawnlon , and Sy- 
mon Harlſtzne, W ho miſtruſterth miracles re. 
Pag 520, ported ypon coniefure,let him conſider the mi- 
racle rolde of Tindall. If it feme wcredible that 
the bodics of dead men may remaine vncorrup - 
ted and foundce, why is ittolde tor a miracle,thart 
Fag. 444+ the hart of Zwinglivs was found whole in the 
aſhes , al the re(tot che body being burned vp If 
viſtons appearing to ſome,not to ki that are prelet 
Pos. 555- ſeme tabulous,let it bea fable(asin deede it 1s,be- 
ing therof aneye witneſle my lelfe, that he relleth 
of Latimers hart bloud, whe he luftred in Oxford. 
Pa;.1670 If the Crofle of $, Olwalde leme a ſuperſtitious 
tae, how much more (0:1de & fabulous is the tale 
of one that futtred at Bratord, with a greate white 
crofle, appearing 1a his breſt? Thus it we may c0- 
paretruth with tai{hood , light with darknes,true 
miracles with light tales, we ſee as much vncre- 
dibility, if we looke to realon,as great vanirie in 
reipe@ of the marrer irſelte, in the one as in the 
ocher, But hou farre more credit this auncient hi- 
ſtory of Venerable Bede deſerueth,then the lying 
libels of vpſtart ſeQaries, ir ſhall ( as Ihaue alrea- 
dy ſayed)ealely appeate, it we coalider but = 
Uy- 


pay 1677, 
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Authour of this hiſtory, &rhe time that he wrote 
in, Whereof we haue lpoken art large before. One 
thinge remaineth, which being layed, I ſtall haue 
hi{ſbed, 

Concerning the proper names of places, as of 
cyties and monaſteries mencioned in the hiſtory, 
we have many tymes kept the Latin cr ratchet Sa- 
xon names, where Polidore and other inftrutions 
coulde not helpe vs to call them by their preſenc 
namesthey now beare., WW hercin we delve the 
gentle Reader the rather to beare with vs, conſt 
dering that this trarflation being penned on this 
{ide of the ſeas, we coulde not being our of the 
country , have ſuch ſpeciall intelligence of eche 
ſhereand Counnie as to that purpole was m__— 
fit, and might perhaps caſely haue had, ifwe had 
bene at home,and travailed the country our lel- 
ues, Notwithſtacing as rouching the ſheres,prin- 
cipal cyries, and ciuers monaſteries, by the heipe 
ot Polidore we have termed them, as they are 
now called. W hereby the whole courſe of the hi- 
ſtory {hal be euery where perſpicuous and cuider, 
though lome certain ſmall monaſteries and villa- 
ges remaine vnknowen, 

How lo ever it be, theprincipall intent both 
of Venerable Bece and of vs, being the honour ot 
Cod, the publiſhing of our hifi Chritian faith, 
the coute and proceoing thereof, we hauecholen 
rather to ſer forth the hittory in ſome pair barba- 
rous, then to conceale from our dere country(in 
theſe neceſlary times of inſtruion) the precious 
trealure of our Chriſtian belefe wherein we were 
hiſt baptized, and haue to many hundred yeares 
in fuch quiet and telicity continued, Truſting ve- 
rely in almighty Goc,thatthe peruſing herofwith 

the 
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the Fortreſle and defence of our faith , preſently 
alſo ro beer forth, maye ſtaye the conſcience of 
fome from daungerous deceires of this later reli- 
gion,fodirefly andin ſo many points repugning 
the other. W hich it it may pleale the googdneſle 
of God to worke in the hart of any on ot my dere 
countrymen, I {hall thinkeall my labour happely 
beſtowed , and my ſimple paine abundantly re- 
warded , in the meane while, we haue declared 
our good will, and done 1n part our duty. hich 
with al thatis amiſle , if any thinge fo be , I be- 
leche euery gentle Reader to accept in good part, 
Face well. At Louvain, The 12, of Iune, 1565, 


Thomas Stapleton, 


| 6 
THE LIFE OF S. BEDE 


WRITEN BY I RITHEMIVS 
E Þ E amonke and Prieſt of the mo= 


2: monaſtery of $. Peter and Paul, of Se 
== S. Benets order in England , a man 
pmuch conuerſantiholy ſcripture , and very vell 
learned. In other good learning of great know< 
ledge. As in Phileſophie, Aﬀronomie, Allego« 
riſme and Poetry Skilfnll of the Greeke toung: 
of an excellent vitt. His tounge and Hile not 
curious , but pleaſaunt and ſemely. He wrote 
many volumes in the which his Wit and lear- 
ning is tried. This man at the age of ſeuen yea- 
res,as by his frendes committed to Benediftus 
and aftcr to Ceolfridus the Abbat of the forſaied 
monaſter ,at M urmonth, tobe brou ht Up and 


* AW 
inſlrufted. From Which age continuing 41 dayes wang _ 


of his life in that Monaitery, he beſt oved al di- "Otriner 


cre 


ligence in the (tudy of holy ſcripture. And ſer gy, 

ning With al the rule of his order , ſinging daily neth by 

gods ſernice in the church , iu the r(it he de- Parham. 

lizhted alwayes , to lerne 30 teathe, or to Write. 

Inthe nimenth yere of his age, he Was ordred 

deacon. In the thinhicth yere , he yas made 

priet. Both wohich orders he rcecined at the 

handes of the holy bishop Iohn of Be werlake, by 

the commaundement of Grolfrid his Abbat.Fro 

wwvhich time of his priit hood ,"wontill the ende 

of 15s life ie wrote the Workes here folowving 
E In 


E6 


In Geneſim vſque ad Ifaac+lib, 4. 

In Exodum.lib. r. 

De tabernaculo & vaſis etus. lib. 2; 
In Numeros, lib. 1. 

In Lewticum. lib. 1» 

In Regum 30. queſt. lib. r. 

In Deuteronomium- lib. 1+ 

In Iudicum. lib. 1. 

4+ De zdifhicatione templi.lib. 2. 

In Principium Regum. hb, z. 

In loſuz. lb. 1. 

In prouerbia Salomonus, lib. z. 

In paralipomenon. lb. 2, 

In Eccletialtem lib. 1. 

In Cantica Canticorum. lib. 6G. 
In Efdram & Neemiam. lib. 3. 

In Tobiam,. lib. 1. 

In Eſayam prophetam. lib. 2. 

In Ezechielem. lib. r. 

In Hieremiam. lib, 2. 

In Danmiclem. l1b. r. 

In x1}. propheras minores. lib. r2, 
In Epiſtolas Pauli. Ib, 14+ 

In Epiſtolas Canonicas. lib. 7. 

In Euvangelium Marci. lib, 4. 

In Apocalyplim. lib. 3. 

In Aus Apoſtolorum. lib. 2. 

In Evangelium Lucz. lib. 6. 
Gefta Anglorum. lib. 5. 

Flores B. Gregorij in Cantica. lib. 2, 


Tn 


6&7 
Homilias Euangeliorum. lib, 2. 
Chromcam ſui caxnob1. lib. 2+ 

Geſta diuerſorum ſan&orum, lib. 1. 
De temporibus & natura rerum. lib, r., 
Martyrologium lib, t. 

De paſlione Santi Felicis, lib. I. 
Aliud minus volumen hb. 2. 

De Locis ſands. lib. r. 

Vitam S. Alberti E piſcopi. lib. 2. 
Scintillarum ex ſententijs patrum, lib. r. 
Epigramata hero. lib, r. 
Hymnorum diuerſo carmine. lib. 4. 
Diſtiniones in Hieremiam, lib. r. 
Letiones nowTeſtamenti. lib. rt. 
Leaiones in vetus Teſtam. lib. rt. 

De Chiiſto & Eccleſia. lib. 2. 
Diſtin&iones in Iob. lib. r. 

F piſtolarum ad diverſos. lib- 1. 

De cantico Abacuc. hb. tr. 

De orthographia,lib 1. 

De arte metrica. hib. t« 


De ſchematbus.lib. x. 


He wrote alſo many other thinges , vuhich 
are not come 10 my knouviledge, This mans 
wvorkes were of ſuch authority ( euen vuhile 
he yet lined, and worote aluyayes nevv) that 
they woere openty read in Churches, by the ap- 
pointment of the biſpops of England. And bicauſe 
that his homelies then read in the church , bea+ 
ring the name of the Author , as the maner is 

| E. 3 vvere, 
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. __ wvereintituled the hamelies of the Venerable 
LS fo — Bede , not being able tocall him with 4 more 


honourable name wwhile he yet lyned , the ſame 


f | Avi hath remained eucn to this daye» Whereby 


mY he is rather calledVenerable Bede then S. Bede: 
rf uk for it wvas not lawvfull to call any a Saint yet 
* lining. Some do faine other cauſes wohy he 
rc. . 
ſhould be ſurnamed Venerable. As that _ 
119 blinde, he preached 10 ſtones , and of an epitaphe 
" j vuritenby an Angell . But theſe men are de- 


ceine d. For neither wvas Bede blinde , neither 
it is knovventhat any ſuch epitaphe ruasuuri= 
w/pon his ſepulchre. And truly , vere it not to 


auoide proltxity, Icoulde eaſely confute theſe fo- . 


lies. He departed this wworlde wnder Leo the 
Emperour, in the yere of our Loyde. 712+Inthe 
gere of his age 72. the laſt daye of Mayee Indi- 
Hon. 15. 


BEDE TO THE READER 


Al vnto whom this ſtorie of our nation ſhall 
come, either hearing ir or readingit , I humbly 
deleeche, that for my infirmitiesas well of body 
as of minde, they wil be interceſſors before the 
heauenly clemencie, And that every one in his 
country wil ſoawnſwere my labour with mutual 
charity , that whereas I have noted in euery pro- 
uince , ſhyre, or countie, and in the moſt notable 
places thereof , luch thinges as I thought worth 
the remembraunce, & pleaſing to the inhabitants 
of eche one, that | may for all reyyard , haue the 

helpe of their godly prayers, 


s; 


TO THE RIGHT 


HONORABLE KINGE 
CEoLLvPHE(BEDA , SERVANT:- 


of Chriſt and Prieſt.) 5: / 


——— HE Hiſtory of thinges dene 
a JF in the church of the Engliſhe 
a> nation, which of latel had fer 
Y fourth , I did both firſt uy 
T gladly ſend your Grace , de 
ring then to haue a fight and proofe thereof, 
ro now againe do ſend it you, to the entene 
you may both coppy it out, & more fully at 
your leſure conſider it. I can not but highly 
commend this your zele and good deſyre you 
haue, not only to geue good eare to the hol 
ſcriptures , but alſo toknow of things both 
don and ſpoken by worthy men before your 
time , and ſpecially of our owne country, 
For whither an hiſtory cotaineth good thin- 
pos don by good men,the wiſe hearer is ther- 
1 wen to well doing : ether reporteth 


% 


things done by ewl men , the vertuous 
E 3 2nd 


a 


- 
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_ The Epiſtle Dedicatory 


and well diſpoſed reader nenertheleſſe is mo- 
ned therby , both to flie that whichi1seuill & 
noiſom to his ſoule, and embrace the thinge 
he knoweth to be good and acceptable vynto 
God. Which thing ; ou wiſely pondering,de- 
fire co haue the ſayd hiſtory publiſhed, both 
to the inſtruQtion of yourſelfe , andalſo to 
totheedifiyng of ſuch other , whom God 
hath committed vnto your gouernement. 
And to the entent I may put both your 
Grace,and al other that ſhal heare or reade it, 
out of all 4onbt of the verity of the ſayd Hi- 
Rory,IT will bricfly ſhew you, what authours 
I have chiefely folowed in.the making 
therof. The chieteſt authour and aider Ihiad 
incompiling this worke , was the right re- 
uverend abbat Albinus, a man of great leat- 
ning, which being brought vp in the church 
of Canterbury, ynder Theodorus Archebi- 
ſhop of blefied memory, and Adrianus ab - 
bat , both men of great worſhip and lear- 
ning , hath procured and ſent vnto me all 
ſuch things as were done by the diſciples of 
S. Gregory the Pope,ether in the prouenceot 
kent, or otherplaces adioyning and borde 
110g ypon the ſame. Which thinges the layd 
Adbare hath learned , partly by writinges, 
partly alſo by tradition of elders , and ſuch 
thinges as he hathin ſuch ſorte learned , he 
hath ſent ynto me by the handes of Nothel- 
mus 


a a Þ. XX a 
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mus prieſt of the church of London , tobe 
receiued ether in writing,or by mouth & re- 
lation of the (ard Nothelmus. Whoalſogoing 
after vntoRome, was permitted by Gregorie 
bishop , which 15 now head of thatchurch, 
to ſearch the cloſets of the {ated holy church 
of Rome , where he founde out certaine epi - 
ſtles of SaintGregory & other biſhops there, 

and at his returne hath deliuered vnio ys 
the ſaydepiſtles to be putinto our hiſtorie, 

with the counſell and aduilſe of the reuerend 

father Albinus abouc mencioned. 

So that from the beginning of this booke , 
vnto the time that the countrie of England 
receiued the faith of Chriſt, we learned ſuch 
thinges as we bring gathered out of the wor- 
kes of ſuch as had wrote thereof betore our 
time. And from thece ynto this preſent, ſuch 
thinges as haue ben done in the church and 
dioceſe of Canterbury , by the diſciples of 
Saint Gregory or their ſucceſſors , or vnder 
what kinge they haue ben done, we haue 
knowen by the induſtrie of theſayd Abbate 


Albinus , at the reporte of Nothelmus, who , Eſſex. 
alſo hath brought me into ſome parte of 6. Satiſhu. 
knowledge of ſuch thinges as were done in [7 *x<«er 


ce 
the prouinces of theacaſt and Þ weſt faxons, , 5, 


& alſo of the eaſt engliſh,& of theNorthum- Xor1ſolck 


and Cam 


bers,to wit, by what biſhops preaching,and brigd1here, 


vnder what kingech of the ſayd prouwnces 
Wens 
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Northam. Were converted yntothe faith of Chriſt.And 
bers are tobe ſhorte , by the exhortation of the ſayd 
_=_ Albine , I was chiefly prouoked and en- 
nn, boldened to ſet vpon this enterpriſe. Da- 
eweibeyid mel alſo the moſt reuerend, bishop of the 
the river oft ſaxons, which 1s yeta liue , hathin- 
Humbre | 

Norrward ſtrued me in certaine pointes of the ec. 
d Swſex clefiaſticall hiſtoric, both of his prouinces, 


ant Hip- of 4 the South Saxons , and of the Ile of 


there, 
e Mercia Wite, 


er March. Now in what ſort the province of © Mer- 
ner cia, receiued the faith which they know nat 
dioceſe; of before , and the prouince of the f eaſte Sa- 
_— xons recovered the faith which they had 
_ *%n. loſt before , both by the miniſterie of Ceddi 
coine «nt and Ceadda prieſts of great deuotion , and 
Fel? how the two ſayed fathers , both lived and 
dyed, we haue diligently learned of the bro- 
thers of the monaſtery of Lzſtinge by them 

erected. Againe of thinges dane appertal- 

ninge to the church in the prouince of the 

caſte Engliſh , we haus founde out partly 

by monuments of writinge and traditions 

of the foreliuers , and partly , by the in- 
formation of the Reuerend Abbat Efius. 

As for ſuch thinges as were done in the 
territory of Lyndiflig(that is the holy Ilad) 
touching the furderance of the faith of 
Chriſt, and what prieſtes there ſucceeded 

from time totune, we haue learned ether Fu 

j may 
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the writinges of the reuerend biſhop Cyne. 
bertus , or by the ligely voice of other men 
of good eredit. [The hiſtory of the prouince 
of Northabers, from the time they receyued 
the faith of Chriſt yato this preſent, we haue 
gotten,not by any one author , but by rela- 
tion of many faithfull witneſſes who might 
know and remember the ſame , befides ſuch 
thinges as by my owne experience I knew. 
Among which you ſhall note,thatſuch thin- 
ges as I haue wrote of the moſt holy father 
& biſhop Cutbert,ether in this booke, or elſe 
in the treatiſe that I haue made of his 
life , I haue taken partly out of thoſe things 
which 1 found before writen of him by the 


brothers of the ehurch of s Lindisfarnum, , ,,, 
folowing ſimplely the faith of the hiſtory une of 
which I read , and partely alſo have ad- N27%bum- 
ded thereunto ſuch thinges as I could learne ,,,,.,, 


my ſelfe , by the faithfull teſtimony of ſuch 
as knew him. I humbly beſeeche the Rea- 
der, that if he ſhall finde any thing otherwiſe 
then truth 1n this treatiſe , he will not im» 
puts it ynto me , as he which hath endeuou- 
red to put in writinge to the inſtrutien of 
our poſteritie , ſuch thinges as we could 
ather by common report, whichis the true 
we of an hiſtory. 
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DORA S RE 
 COSSEIESES 


THE 


FIRST BOOKE 


OF THE HISTORY OBE 
the church of En glande. 


* Of the ſituation of Britany and Ireland , and of the 
' Feople Which inhabited there of ould time. 


THE IL. CHAPTER. 


& called Albion , doth. ſtande ber- 

, Wwixt thenorth and the weſt, right 

SE AAEES ouer againſt Germany Fraunce,& 
Spayne, three of the greateſt countries of Europe, 
Which being eight hundred myles longe Norch- 
ward, is but rwo hundred myles broade, excepr 
you reckon the cabes or poyntes of the mountat- 
nes which runne out far along intothefea,wher- 


+ That is by the Nand isin compaſl2 « forty and eight times 
1800 mile ghreſcore & fiſtene myles.Of the louth fide, it hath 
« This 94 Enders the firſt hauen towne wherof to arriue 


at for a man comyng our of England is called 


irrupticen Ruthuby , the hauen whereof is now corruptely 
of the ſea. called + Reptaceſter5o, myles off from Callis,or 


as {ome 
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CHVRCH OF ENGLANDE yy 
as ſome write 60, myles, On the back -ſyde of it, 
whereit lyeth open vnto the mayne-Oceane', 1t 
hath the Hes called Orcades. Iris an Iland veric 
fertile of corne, frute and paſture. Inſomeplaces 1: 
bearerh vines, it hath plentie of fowles of duwer- 
ſes ſortes, both by ſea and land, of tpringes allo & 
rivers ful of h{h, butſpecialy of lampriles and eles. 
There be many timesalfo taken Porpolſcs , Dol- 
phynsand W hales , befhde many kynde of ſhel- 
hihes , among other of Muſkles , uvwhom be 
founde perles of all coulours asred, purple,crym- 
fon , but [pecialy white : there is alfo great ſtore 
of Cockles,whereofis madethe dye'ot crymlion, 
avhole redd will be appallednetherwith heate or 
fonne,nor with wertt ofwether, bur the oulder it 
is, the more brightand bewrifull glafle it.calterh, 
It hath allo {pryngs fittto make falr, & orhers of 
hoate waters, wherear builded leueralplaces mere 
for all ages,as well for men as women to- bathe 
themlelues, For the water(as laynt Bahillwriteth) 
running through certayne metalls,receiuerh rher- 
of luch verrue of heate ; that it is not only made 
warme:therby, but alſo skalding hoarte. 

This Ilapnd,is ſtored wyth mynes of ſundry 


*metalles , as of brafle , lead , iron and ſyluer, Ir 


britgeth turch allo great plenty of the Gear ſtone, 
and that of the beſt. This (tone is blacke arid bur- 
neth being pur to the hre,and then is of good ver- 
tuto chale away f{erpents. If you rub himcil he be 
warme ,*he holdeth falt ſuch thinges as are layd 
ynto him, euen asAumber doth. This Hand hadin 
ir lomtimes rwenty eyght fayrecities, befidean 
innumerable lorr of caltles, which allo were well 
and ſtronglyfented with walles , turretres, gates 
and bullyarkes, And fox as much as ir is p _ 
right 


» THE HISTORY OF THE 
rightin manner vnder the north pole, it hathlight 
nightes in the lommer,ſo that ar mydnight many 
times men doute whether it be yer twylight of 
the cuening paſt, or breach ofthe day following. 
W herby the dayes be of a great length there in 
fommer,as contrary the nighres in wynter: thatis 
toilay , eighreene howers , by realonthe ſonne 
there 13 gon lo farre ſourhward, And foinlike ma- 
ner the nights in the ſomer are there very ſhort, && 
the dayesin the wynter, that is to ſay, fix equino, 
Qtial howers, where as in Armenia, Macedonialta- 
ly,& other courries (ubiet ro the ſame linethe 1o- 
geſtday ornight paſſechnor15.theſhorreſtg. houers 
This llandat at this preſent, with fiue ſundry 
langages ( tothe niaber ofthe hue books of Moy- 
ſes)doth ſtudy and ſer forth the knowledgeof on 
perfett truth , that is , wyththe language of the 
Engliſh, the Britannes, the Scotts, the + Piftes, 
and the Latine, which by ſtudy of the ſcriptures 
is made common toall the reſt. Art the firlt this 
land was inhabited of none other nation bur only 
of the Britannes, of whom it receiueth its name: 
which Bricannes comyng out of Armorica (called 
now litle Bricanny ) as it is thought , chole vnto 

them ſelues the ſouth parte of this land. And aft 
when they from the ſouth forward , hadin their 
poſſeſſion a grearparre of the Ile,it chaunced that 
certaine people of the Pites coming out of Scy« 
thia ,asit is layed, trauailing vppon the ſeas with 
a few long ſhippes, the winde dryuing chem 1n 
compaſſe rounde about the coaſte of Britannye, 
blewe them a ſand on Irelands ſyde, on the north 
partes thereof, Which they finding inhabited of 
the Scottes; beſoughr then to allow them ſome 
part of the land, where they mighrtplante _— 
ues 
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CHVRCH OF ENGLANDE 
felues. Burt they coulde nor obtayne their delare, 
This Iland , nextvnto Britanny , 1s the greateſt 
land of the Oceane fea , and ſtanderth weſtward 
of Britanny. But as Northward itis not fo longe 
as it, lo weſtward it is much longer,and reacheth 
vnto the North parts of Spayne,hauing the maine 
ſea runnyng berwixr, 
The pies (as I have ſayd)arriving wyth theis 
nauy in Ireland, required of the inhabitants, that 
they might be ſuffered , there to reſt and place 
them ſelues, The Scortes aunſered,that the Hand 
wasnort big enough to hold them both. Bur we 
can geue you good counſel ( quoth they ) what 
we thinke belt for you todoe, We know wel there 
is an other Iland nor farre from ours ſtandingeaſt 
ward from hence , which we may ſee our of this 
landin afayer ſonnie day, it you will goe thether 
you may inhabit there at will, And it there be a- 
ny refiltance madeagainſt you, we will ayde you. 
W hervpon the Pites arriuing in Britanny,plan- 
redthem [ctues in the North parts therof, for as for 
the ſouth partes, the Britannes had taken vp befo- 
ie, And wheras the Pites hauing no wiues did 
require of rhe Scottes to marry their dawghrers, 
the Scottes agreed to graunt them their delire, 
vnder condinton, that as ofccnas the matter was 
in dour, they ſhould choole their kyng rather of 
thenexr of the howle of the woman, then of the 
man, W hich orcer , it is well knowen the piftes 
keepe euen to this day, In proceſle of yeres, after 
the Britans and the Pictes , the Scorres allo were 
receiued in to Britanny among the Pites, Which 
coming out of Ireland ynder Rewda their Capi- 
raine, cither by force or frendſhip , entered and 
inhabited the country in Scotland, which they 


poſlailed 
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polleſled, Ot which capitaine even vntothis day 
rhey are called Dall reudumn,for intheir language, 
dall ignifttech parc, 


Adiſerip> Ireland bothin bredth, holfomnes,and fines 
son of [re of ayre, far paſleth Britanny, lothat ſnow there 


land. 


remayneth {kant three dayes together : and no 
man there forfoddering of his bealtes, ether ma- 
keth hay in the ſommer, or buyldeth ſtawles for 
his cattaile , There is no noylomcreping beaſt to 
be {ene there, noſerpent that can live there, For 
many times lerpentes which haue ben broughr 
thether out of Bricanny , the ſhip drawing nere 
vnto th- land , as ſone as they are touched with 
the tmell of the ayer , they die out of hand, Yea 
more thenthar , ail thing in maner that cometh 
from thelayd Iland,is of toueraigne vertue againſt 
poylon. And this we ſawe with our eyes , that 
when certain men, that were ſtunge of venemous 
lerpents , hadraken the ſcraping of certaine Jea- 
ues of bookes which had ben of Ireland, and had 
drokenit in water , forthwith all che force of the 
venim was ſtaynched , and the ſwelling of the 
tunge bodies vrterly , aſſwaged, This land 19 
rich in milk and hony, nor void of vines , fiſh or 
toule, and full of ſtagges. This is properly the 
country of the Scottes, our of rhe which they 
Wuing nauejinhabitedBritanny, being beforepoſ- 
ſeiſed otthe Britons and the Pictes. There is 4 
great creke oftheſea, which ſeuered of ould rime 
the Britons from the Pittes, which from the weſt 
runneth far into the land. W here vato this day 
there isa Citry of the Britons very ſtronge & wel 
fenſed called Alcuith. Atthe North fide of the 
which creke, the Scores haue come and made 


theirdwelling country, 
HoW 
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flo that Cayins Inlius Ceſar , Was the firlt of all 
the Romans that came mio Britanny. 


THE 2. CHAPTER, 


* HE Romains had neuer acceſle vnto 
Britanny ,nor knowledge therof vntil 
Caius Iuilus Czſars time.W ho the59g. 
yere from the buylding of Rome , and 
the 60. before the incarnation of our Saujour 
Chriſt , being Conlull with L. Bibulus , at the 
time that he had barrell with Germany and Fran« 
ce (which two countries the river Rhene doth (e- 
uer rms Picardy, from whence 1s a wy 
nigh and ſhort paſſage into Britanny , and wit 

men and war proutfion, paſſed ouer into Britanny 
where he being receiued wyth a very ſharpe and 
hotte byckering , andafter ſhaken wyth a contra= 
ry tempeſt , was fayne to returne in to Fraunce , 
with the loſle of a great part of his army, andno 
{mall number of his fouldiars , and of the moſt 
part of all his men of armes, And ſo forthat wyn- 
ter he was forced to dimiſſe his army : which be- 
ing ouerpaſlt , he ſayled againe in to Briranny, 
with a nauy of 600. fayle one and other, W here 
after he had arniued , and wasnow marching r0« 
ward his enemy with his mayne hoſte , his ſhips 
riding atthe anker, were with a violent ſtorme 
rent and caſt either one vppon the other , orelle 
vpon the quick ſandes, and there broken in peces 
inſuch ſort, that fortie of them were loſt out of 
hand, and the reſt with mucha doerepaited, Cx- 
lars horlemen at the firſt encounter were ouery 
throwen of the Britannes,andLabienus one of hig 
coro. 


to THE HISTORY OF THE 
nels flayne. At the ſecond encounter, with great 
loſle and daunger of hisarmy, he put the Britan« 
nes to flight 

From thence he went vato the river of Temes, 
which men ſay can be waded ouer bur in one 
place: where on thefarder idea great number of 
the Britannes warded the bankes, vnder Caſſibel- 
launotheir capitayne, who had ſtucke the bor- 
com af theriuer & the bankesalſo thyck of great 
ſtakes , whereof certayn remnantes vnto this day 
arto belene,of piles of the bignes of a mans thy- 
ghe couered wyth lead, ſtycking falt in the botts 
of the river, V bich when the Romans had el- 
pyed and eſcaped, the Britannes,not able to with 
ftande the violence of che Roman Legions , hidd 
themſelucs in the woddes,out of the which they 
ofte brekyng torth, greatly endomaged the army 
of the Romaynes, In this meane time * Trino- 
bantum avery ſtronge citty, with their Capitaine 
Androgorius yelded vnto Ceſar, delivering forty 
hoſtages. Which example, other moecirries fol- 
lowing, fell in leage wyth the Romans: by whoſe 
aduerniiment, Celar hauing intelligece of a ſtrong 
hold, that Caſſibellanus had buylded berweene 
two dykes or mariſhes, well ftenled wyth woddes 
on ech fide , fild with plenty of all chinges, aflay- 
ling ir with great force,at lenght ouercame. After 
that returning in to Fraunce, hauing dimiſled his 
army for the wynter ſeaſon, be was fodenly belet 
with great tumultes of warres, raiſed againſt him 
on cuery ſide, 
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How Claudius the Emperout , Twas the ſecond that 
fame into Britanny , Who did jo ſubdus 
the Iles Orcades; And bop Veſpaſian 
ſent by him tooks the Ile of Wits 


He 797. yere from the buylding of Rome 
Claudius the third Emperour after Au- 


guſtus, being much defirous ro ſhew him 
ſelfe a prince profitable vnto the common welth, 
ſoughr by all meanes batraile & conqueſt. Wher- 
vpon he madea vioage into Bricanny,which was 
all in a mureny, for thatſuch as were trayterou- 
ly fled from them, werenot reſtored. He paſled 
ouer in to the Iland whether before nether Lulius 
Ceſar , nor after any durſt aduenture, And there 
wich out ether blood or barraile was receiued by 
ſubmiſſion, the greateſt part of the Iland volanta- 
rylyyelding thetelues varo him. Alſo he broughe 
in {ubieion to the Romaine empire the Iles Or- 
cades, which lie i the Oceane aboue Britanny? 
that done he returned ro Rome the fixt mo- 


48. 797+ 


neth after that he departed thence : and cauſed his 7g, y,ere 
fon to be ſurnamed Britannicus, This battell was of «ur Lord 
foughtthe fourth yere of the incarnation of our 46. 


lord 46. Inthe which yere alle there fell a great 


famine , thoroughr out all Syria , which in the Agr. r; 


Ates of the Apottles is {hewed ro before ipoken 
of by Agabus the propher, 

Veſpatius who after Nero wasemperour,being 
ſent of the ſaid Claudius in to Bricanny , ſubdued 
vnto the Seigneurie of the Romains , the Ile of 
Wire , {tanding nigh Bricanny welteyard, _ 

F is 0 


An. r5E. 


An. 189- man being cough of Bature,entavgl 
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lengthfromeſte ro welt abour 30. miles : from 
ſouth to North x2. being inthe eaſt part by ſea 6, 
miles , in the welt 3. miles off from the weſt 
ſhore of Britanny , Nero lucceeding Claudius in 
the empire, neuerdurſt medle with warlike mar- 
ters. Whereby among other many hindraunces 
which befcil in his time vnto the empire , one 
was, that hehad almoſt loſt Britanny , for vader 
him two noble rownes were taken and ouer- 
throwen, 


HoW Lucius King of Britanny, ſent to Eleutherius 
deſiring to be Chniftened. 


Y- He yere of the incarnation of our Lord 
156. Marcus Aurelius Verus the 14+ Eme 
perour after Auguſtus gouerned the Eme 
pire with his Brother Aurelius Commodus, In 
whole time Eleutherius a holy man being Pope 
of the church of Rome, Lucius King of the Britan- 
nes wrore vnto him,defiring that by hiscomaun= 
dement he might be made Chriltian : which re. 
queſt was graunted him, VV hereby the Britannes 
receiuing chen the faith , kept ir ſounde and vn- 
dehledin reſt and peace, vntill Diocletian the Em- 
perours time, 

HoW Severus the Emperour by 4 t rench dralpen over« 
th wart,ſeuered one pat of Bruanny fromthe other. 
THE 5. CHAPTER. 

He yereof our Lord 189, Seuerus borne 

t in Afrikeat Tripolis, the 17, Emperoutr 
trom Auguſtus,reigned 17. yeres, This 

w with much 

WAariess 
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warres, gouerned the common welth very va-= 
liancly , buryer with much trauaile. After he had 
vanquyſhed his ciuill enemies , with whom. ha 
was very lore aſlayled, he was called into Brita« 
ny, by the meanes of the great defeQion of the 
moſt part of the country, from the Signorie of the 
Romans. Where after he had recouered by great 
and greuous watres a great part of the land , he 
made a partition, betwixt them and the other 
wildand ſauage people , not with buylding of a 
wall of ſtone as ſome ſuppoſe, but with a trench 
and a rampaire of rurue and timber , thyckfenſed 
with Bulwarkes and Turets. YY hich ſayd trench 
hecauted to be drawen from one lea to the other, 
And thereat yorke he died, leaung behinde him 
two fonnes, Baſſhanus and Gera being condem= 
ned of treaſon , died, And Baſſhanus taking vpon 
him the lurname of Antonius, governed the ems 

pire after thedeceale of his father, 


O f the Raygne of Diocletian,and of the perſecution 
Which be rayſed againit Chriſtians. 


THE 6. CHAPTER, 
He yere of our Lorde 286. Diocleſianns An.286; 
the 32. Emperour after Augultus , bein 
cholen of the army raygned 20, yeres an 
he created Maximianus ſurnamed Herculeus, his 
fellow in gouernement of the Empire, In whale 
time one Caraufius , of low degree in byrih, 
but valiaunt in armes, and poliricke in counſell 
was appointed toward the lea coalte againlt the 
French men, and the Saxons , who then with 


continuall robberies much walted that countries 
T But 
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Buthe ſo behaued himſelfe, that he did more 
hurtthere,the the enemies them ſelues:For ſuch 
pillage as he had recouered from them, he did not 
feſtore it to the righr owners , butreſerued it to 
him ſelfe, whereby he was ſuſpeRed,thar he wit- 
tingly ſuffered them to pil & Ipoylear their plea- 
ſure. Where vppon being commaunded to be 
put ro death of Maximinianus, he tooke vpon him 
the princely authoritie , and viurped the gouerne- 
ment of the Britanes, which after he kept 7, yeres, 
Ar length by treaſon of his fellow AlleQius he 
was ſlayne. Which AlleQius him ſelfe { Carau- 
fus being killed ) kept the poſſeſſion of the Tland 
3. yeres , whom Aſclepiodorus chiefs gouernour 
of the army ouercame,, and receiued the Iland in 
his pofleſſhon thetenth yere after it was inuaded, 

In the meanetime, Dioclerian in the caſte, Ma- 
ximianus in the weſt, rayſing the tenth perſecu- 
nonafrer Nero againſt < Chriſtians, comma- 
undedthe churches to be ſpoyled, the Chriſtians 
to be tormented and killed : which perſecution 
was both longerand alſo crueller then all the 0- 
ther : for whole ten yeres together it corinued in 
burning the churches , in —_— the inn0« 
cents, in murdering the Martyrs, and neuer Ccea- 
led. Brefely among other places, it made Britan» 
ny to be honored with the glory of many holy 
Martyres, which conſtantly ſtoode and died in the 
conteſſion of their faith, 
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The paſsion of Saint Albane and bis felloWes , whe 
shead their blood for Chriſtes ſaks, 


THE 7. CHAPTER, 


A Mong other ſuffered Saynt Albane : of 
whom Fortunatus pricſt in the booke he 
wrore inthe prayſe of Virgines , ſpeaking of the 
Martyres which from al coaſls of the world came 
vnto God, layth , Albanum egregium facunds Bris 
14nn14 profert. 

The fertile lande of batfull Britanny 

Brmges forth Albanea Martyr worthy, 


This Albane being yet but a Pagane , when 
the cruell commaundements of the wicked Prin< 
ccs were let forth againſt the Chriſtians,receiued 
in to his houſe one of the clergy , which had fled, 
from the perſecurours; whom he perceiuing both 
night and day to continue in praying and wat- 
ching , beinge ſodainly rouched with the grace. 
of God, began to follow the example of his taith 
and vertue , and by litle and litle inſtructed by 
his holeſom exhortations, forl:king his blind L- 
dolatry , became Chriſtian with his whole hart, 
At length after the ſaid perſon of the" clergy had 
certain daiſe taried with him, ir came tothe eares 
of che Prince , that this holy confeſſor of Chrilt 
(whoſe cime was not yet come that god appoin- 
tedfor him to ſuffer Martyrdome ) lay hidin Al- 
bans houſe, W herevppon be commaunded his 

fouldiours to ſearch his houſe with all diligence. 
W berher when they = come, ſaint Albane 

un bus mailters ts 
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offered him ſelfe ro the ſouldiours, and ſo was 
brovght bound to the iudge. 

Ic chaunced that the invge the ſame time , was 
doing ſacrifice vnto the diueils before the aulrars, 
And when he had ſene Albane, betngall chaufed 
with anger, for that ho fearednor voluntarily to 
offer him ſelfe vnto the fouldiars and peril of 
death, for his gueſte whom he had harboured , he 
commaunded him to be brought before the idoles 
of the diuells, before whom he there ſtoode.And 
for ſo much ( quorth he) as thou haddeſtratherto 
conueye away the rebeil and traytour to our 
Gods, then deliver him vp vato the fouldiours, 
that he might ſuſtaine due puniſhement for his 
blaſphemousdeſpiſing of the Gods, Jooke what 
paynes he {hould haue ſuffered if he had bene ta- 
Ken, the ſame (halt thou ſuffer, it chou refule ro 
praQiſe the rites of our religion. Bur Saint Albane, 
who had voluntarily before diſcouered him lelfe 
tobea Chriſtian, lide heeded the menaces of the 
Prince.Bur being thoroughly countergarded with 

the lpirituall armour okgrace, t01d him plainly to 
tis face, that he would not obey his commann- 
dement, OS: 

Thenfſaidthe iudge,of wharhouſzorſtock art 
thou? Albane aunlwered , what is that to thee, of 
what houſes I am?out if thou be, defirous ro know 
of what religion I am, þe.14 knowen vnto thee 
thatTama Chriſtian,and that Temploye my ſelfe 
ro Chniſtian maners and exerci'es. Then the iudge 
demaunded him his name, My parents (quorh 
he)call me Albane :and I honor and worſhip rhe 
true and living God which tmade all thing of 
naught, Then the iudge being very wrothitaid, 
It thou wilt enioy long life, come off, and o: La- 

hs 
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erifice vnto the great goddes, Albane aunſwered, 
theſe ſacrifices which you offer yp vato the diuels, 
neither helpe the offerers, nor obtaine them their 
deſires, but rather purchale them for cheir reward, 
eternal] paines in hell fire. The 1udge hearing 
this being in a rage, commaunded the holy con- 
teſlor of God to be all beaten of the rormentours, 
thinking his conſtancie wouid relent ar ſtrypes, 
which refuled ro yeld ro words : but he ſhewed 
him ſelf not only patient , bur alfo joyful in the The Mar: 
midlt of all his rorments, The iudge when he #74ome of 

lawe he could be nether wonne with vordes , =_ Lug 
nor tourned with torments from the religion of frſto —__ 
Chriites faich , commaunded that he ſhould be yr of Bri- 
behedded, 10s 

In the way as he was ledd to his death, he 

came to a floudde which with a very [wiftcourſe 

ranne betwixt him & the place where he ſhould 

ſufter, Now he ſawea great company ofall ſexes, 

degrees, andages going with him to the place of 

his execution, into much thar it ſemed the iudge 

was leftaloneat home withour any to attend vp- 

pon. him, This company was lo great, and the 

bridge they had to pafſe ouer fo litle,that ir would 

be roward night, erethey all could ger ouer. Al- 

bane longing much for his bleſſed death , and ha- 

ſting to his Martyrdome, comming to theriuers 

fide, and making there his prayer with lifting vp 

his eyes and harte to heauen , ſaw forthwith che 

bottom to haue bin dried vp, and the water geue 

place for him & che people topalle ouer dryſhod, 

as it were vpon euen grownde, Which when 

among other the executioner which ſhould haue 

behedded him did ſee, he made halt ro mete him, 

at the place appointed for his death, and there 

F + ( a65 
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(not withourthe holy inſpiration of God)he fell 
downeflat before his feere, and caſting from him 
the ſword which he helde in his hande ready 
drawen, deſircd rather that he might be executio- 
ned either for him or wich him, ratber then to do 
execution vpon him. 

Where vpon this man beivg now made a fel- 
Jow of chat fairh wherof before he was a perlecu- 
tor, and the ſword lying on the ground before 


"them, the ocher officers |taggering and doubring 


alſo who might takeir vp and doe the execution, 
the holy conteſſor of God with the people there 
allembled,w2ar varto a hill almoſt halfe a mile of 


from thar place, beautifully garniſhed with divers - 


herbes and flowres,not rough nor vnealy toclim- 
me, but ſmothe, plaine and deleQable, worthy 
and meete to be {antihed with the blood of the 
bleiſzd Martyr, Vnto the rop whereof when 
he was aſcended, he required of God to giue him 
water: and ſtrayt there arole a [pring of fayer was 
ter D-fore his feete , whereby all might perceaue 
that the river betore was by his meanes dried, 
For ae which left no water in the river , would 
not haue required ic inthe ropp of the mounraine, 
bur that it was ſo expedient, tor the glory of God 
m his holy martyr. For beholde the river having 
obeyed the Murtyr, and ſerued his deuotion, lea- 
uing brhinde a tcltimony of duty and obectence 
( the Martyr hauing now ſuffred ) returned to his 
nature againe, Here therfore this moſt valiaunt 
martyr being behedded, recciued the crowne of 
Iitz, which God promileth to them that loue him, 
Bur he which there rooke vppon him to doe that 
wicked execution, had ſhort ioy of his naughty 
deede: for his eyes fel ynto the ground wth o 
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head of the holy martyr. There alſo was behedded 
the ſouldiour which being called of God, refuled 
to ſtryke the holy ade of God : of whomir 
is open and playne,that though he was not Chri- 
ſtened in the tount, yet he was bapriled in the 
bath of his owne blood , and ſo made worthy to 
enter in tothe kingdome of heauen. 

Now the judge leceing ſo many ſtraunge and 
heauenly miracles wrought by this holy martyr, 
gaue comaundement thar the perſecution ſhould 
ceale, beginning to honour in the faintes of God, 
the conſtant and pactent ſuffering of death, by the 
which he thought ar firſt ro bring them from the 
deuotion of their faith. $. Albane ſuffered his 
martyrdome the xx. day of Iune, nigh vnto the 


citre of, « Verolamium,W here afcer the Chriſtian « Which 
Church being quierly calmed and ſerled againe, w* «calf 
there was atemple buylded of a meruailous rich 3 4: 
worke , and worthy for ſuche a martyrdome. In \,, 1 


which place truly euen vnto this day are ſyck 
perlons cured, and many miracles wrought. There 
ſuffered allo about thac time, Aaron and Iulius 
towne dwellers of the citty of Leiceſter,and many 
other both men and wemen in ſundry places, 
which after dijuerle fierce and cruell rorments 
ſuſtayned in al partes of their bodies, by perfit vi- 
Qory atcheued by pacience , yelded their ſoules 
ynto the toyes of heauen., 


_——— —— —_ 
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HoW that after this perſecution ceaſed , the church of 
Britanny Was ſomewhat quiet , purill 
the time of the Arrians hereſies 


1HE 8, CHAPTER, 


Frer that the ſtormes of this perſecution 


Temples of were ouerblowen, the faithtull chriſtians, 
+755 wn whoin time of daunger lay hid in dennes and 
oly dayes. 


Conſecrazj- &lerts, came forth & {hewd them ſelues abrode, 
on of thes, renewed theirchurches which betore were ouer- 
ſacramers. throwen flattto the ground, founded, buy|ded,6C 
perhted new temples in honor of the holy Mar- 
tyrs, celebrated holy dayes, conlecrated the holy 
myſteries, with pure mouth and harte, and cue» 
ry where as it were diſplayed their enſignes in {1+ 
gne of conqueſte, And this peace continued 1n 
the church of Chriſtin Britanny, vntil the fucie of 
the Arrians herefies: which running thorough 
outthe world, corrupted alſo with its venemous 
errors this Nand, though firuat out of the com- 
paſſe of che world, Now when that by this mea- 
nes hereſie had once foundan open vent to pale 
ouer the Oceanſeainto this land , ſhortly after 
all manner of herefies lowed into the ſaid land, 
and werethere receiued of the inhabicanrs, as be - 
ing men deliphting euer to heare new thinges, 5 
itedtaltly retaining nothing as certain. About this 
time died Conſtancius in Bricanny, who in Dio- 
cleſians life cime gouerned Fraunce and Spayne: 4 
man very milde and of much courtely. Heletr 
Conttantine his ſonne by Helene his concubine 
created Emperour of Fraunce.Eutropius writeth 
that Conſtantine being created Emperour in Bri- 
canny 


Hevefes in 
Britanny, 
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tranny , ſucceded his father in the kingdome. In 
whole time the herefie of the Arrians tpringing, 
and being diſcovered & condemned in the court» 
cell ofNice, did neuertheleſfe infete, not only 
the other partes of the world, bur allo the very 
churches ofthe llands wich deadly dorine and 
peſtilent infidelity, 


Hovy that wn the time of Gracian the Emperour , Ma- 
ximus being created Emperour ins Britanny,retur- 
ned into France pvith 4 great. army. 


THE9g. CHAPTER, 


The Avriic 
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nerall con. 
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He yere of the incarnation of our Lord377 An, 577; 


Gatian the 4.0, Emperour after Auguſtus , 
raygned6. yeres afrer the death of Valens, though 
a litle while before heraignedalſo with Valens 
hisvncle, and Valentinian his brother. Who 
ſeing the ſtate of the common welth miſerably 
plagued, and almoſt alrogether decayed , was 
drouen of neceſſity for ho bones repairing of the 
laid decaye , to chooſe vnto him Theodohusa 
Spaynard borne, to be his partener in the gouern- 
ment of the Empire, committing vnto him the re- 
giment of the eaſte andalſo of Thracia. In which 
time, one Maximus a valiaunt man and a good, && 
worthy of the Imperiall crowne ( had it not ben 
contrary to his othe and allegeance hetooke vpon 
hym by tiranny to be Emperour in Britanny)halt 
in maner againſt his will being created Emperour 
of the army , paſſed ouerinto Fraunce , where he 
ſlewe Gratian the Emperour , being circumuen= 

ted by {ubtile wiles,and ſodenly ſtolen vppon ere 
he was ware, as he was in mindeto _ 
cy 
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taly. Afrerthatalſo he chaſed Valentinian the 0+ 
ther partener of che empire out of Italy, Valentia 
flieng for ſuccour into the eaſte,and there with al 
fatherly piery being receiued of Theodofus, was 
by his helpe ([trayte wayle reſtored vnto the em- 
pire, Maximus, the tyraut being {hurt vp by leige 
within the walles of Aquilegia, and there (ſhorts 
ly afrertaken and flayne, 


Hoyy that Arcadius being Emperour , Pelagius 4 Bri- 
rain made vyickhed battaile again} the grace of God, 


THE 10, CHAPTER 


Heyere of our Lord 394..Arcadius ſonn vnto 

Theodoftus with this brother Honorins, be- 
ing che 43. Emperour after Auguſtus, raigned 13, 
yeres. Inwhole timePelagiusa Britan born,dilper- 
fed the venim ofhis faithleſſe dofrine, very far a 
broad , holding thata man might line well with- 
our the helpe of the grace of God, vling herein the 
ayde of Iulianus of Campania,who was intempe» 
ratly ſturred with the loſle of his bilhopprick. To 
whomS, Auſten and other cartholick fathersallo, 
hae aunſwered in moſtample manner , bur yer 
they would not be amended thereby, But being 
conuicted of their fal{hood, they rather would en. 
creale it by defending and maintening it, then a» 
mend it by recourning co the truth, 
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Novv that Honorius beivg Emperour , Gratian and 
Ciſtantine vſurped tiranny in Britanny,vybere the firſt 
#hortly aſter yyas laine, and the other in Fr aunce« 


THE nu, CHAPTER, 


T He yere of our Lord 407, Honorius ſonne of 4*- 43; 


Theodohus the yonger being Emperour, in 
the 4.4 place after Poe ox the 2, yere before 
that Rome was inuaded by Alaricus King of the 
Gothes, when the nations of the Alanes,the Sue- 
ues and the Vandalls and many fuch other with 
them, the Frenchme being beaten downe, paſſing 
the Rhene raged thorough out all Fraunce , about 
which time Gratianus inBritany was created tirat 
& was flayne, In his place, Conſtantine being bur 
a common ſouldiour was choſen: only for the na- 
mes lake, with out any deſert of vertue: who ſo 
ſone as he had taken the empire vppon him, paſ- 
ſed ouer into Fraunce, where being oft deluded of 
the barbarous nations(as vnwilely and vncertain- 
ly making his leage with them) greatly endoma- 
gedthe common welth, W here vpon Honorius 
lending Conſtantius rhe Counte intoFrance with 
an army, Conſtantine was beleiged at Arells,and 
there taken and flayne , and Gerontivus his parte» 
ner flew his fonne Conſtans at Vienna , whom 
of amonke he had made Emperour, Reme was 
deſtroyed ofthe Gothes the 1264. yere after it 
was buylded. After which time the Romainslefte 
to rule in Britanny almoſt 470. yeres after that 
Cayius Iulius Calar friſt entered the faid Ne, 
The Romanes cywelt within ihe txench, which 
a3 Vo 
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which as ve haue ſaid, Seuerns drew ouerthwart 
the Nand atthe ſouth part, which thing may ap- 
peare by the cirries , temples, bridges and paued 
ſtreres ro this day remayning. Not wi:chſtanding 
they had in poſſeMonand vnder their dominion, 
the farder partes of Briranny, and allo the Landes 
which ar aboue Britanny. 


110W the Brirannes being ſpoyled of the Scotres and the 
Pittes , ſought ayde of the Romans , vvhich at the 
ſecond time of their comming , buylded a vvall be- 
tence the 2. countries , but they sbortly after yvere 
oppreſſed With greater miſeries then euer they Wore 
w before. 


THE 12, CHAPTER. 


The cauſe Y meanes the faid ryrantes and capraines of 
why the the Romans, did vieto tranſport with them 
oi4 Brit= guer in to Fraunce,the flower of all the youthe of 


tons bee , X , X 
-ame wer. Britanny toſerue them in their foraine wares, 
te «xs theirmen of warre wereconlumed,and the coun- 
open ts trybeing all diſarmed, was notnow ablero de- 


forain in- fend them ſelues againſt the inuaſion of their en- 
yen nemies, Where vppon mariy- yeares together 
they lined vnder the miſerable bondage «nd op- 

preſſion of two moſt cruell outlandith nations, 

= AG the Scottes and thexPictes, Ical them outlanaith, 
% not for that they were our of the circuit of Brican- 
nie, bur for tharthey were deuided fro the land of 
Britanny by two armes of the ſea running berwixr 

them ,of the which one from theeaite lea, the 

other from the weſt,runnerth in far and wydein to 

the land of Bricanny, though they may one react! 

to the other, In'the middle of the caſt creekey 

thers 
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there is a citte buylded called Guidi, Aboue the 
welt creeke rowarde the right hand, ſtandeth a 
citte called Alcuith, which 1n theic language isas 
much to lay, as the Rock Cluich, for it ſtandeth 
by a fluddof the ſamename. 

The Brirannesrhen being thus aflitag by the 
ſaid nations, lent their embaſſadours with letters 
vnto Rome, with lamentable {upplications requi- 
ring of them ayde and ſuccour , promiſing them 
their continuall fealty, ſo that they would reskue 
them againſt the oppreſſion of their {aid enc- 
mies : where vppon there was (ent vnto them a 
legion of armed fouldiours from Rome, which 
comming in tothe Iland, andencountering with 
the enemies, ouerthrew a great number of them, 
& draue the reſt our of the frontiers of the coun- 
try , and fo ſetting them at liberty and free from 
the milery with which they were before ſo gre- 
uouſly ouercharged, counſelled them to make a 
wall betwene thetwo ſeas, which might be of 
force ro kepe our their euill neighboures:and that 
done, they returned home with great triumph, 

Burt the Britons building the wall which they 
were bid to make, not of ſtone as they were wit 
led, but of curue,as hauing none among them that 
had skill there in,madeir fo flender, that itſerued 
them to litle purpoſe. This walle they made be- 
twen the two laid armes or creekes of the ſea, 
many miles longe, that whereas the fenle of the 
water lacked , there by the helpe of the trench 
they might kepe their country from the breaking 
in of their ennemmes, Ot which peece of worke, 
there remainech euen vnto this day moſt afſured 
tokens yet to be ſeene, This trench beginneth 
about rwo miles of from the monaſtery ot &ber- 
curing, 


_— 
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curing, Weſtward in a place, which inthe Pies 
language iscalled Peanuakel,and in Engliſh is cal- 
led Penwelt, and running out eaſtward, endeth at 
the citty of Alcuith, 

But the former enemies when they had once 
perceiued that the Roman legion was returned 
hdme aþaine , forth with deing fer on land by 
boates, inuaded the borders, ouercame the coun- 
trey ,and, as it were corne reddy to be cut, they 
mowed, beate , and beare downe all before them, 
Where vpon Ambaladours were ſent againe to 
Rome, with lamentable voice requiring Sh luc- 
cour, beſeching them they would not luffer their 
miſerable country to be vrtterly deſtroyed, nor 
permit that the name of the province , which 
thorough them had ſo long floriſhed, ſhould nov 
thus delpitefully be extinguiſhed, by the wicked 
cruelty of thoſe foraine people. There was lent 
againe an other legion, which inthe harueſt time 
coming vpon the todaine, made a great ſlaughter 
of the enemies, and ſuch as could eſcape chaled 
them ouer the ſeas in to their owne country, 
which before were wont to waſte and ſpoile the 
country of Britanny without reſiſtance, 

Then the Romans toulde the Brirans plainely, 
that it was not for their eaſe, to take any more 
luch laborious iourneis for their defence , and 
bid them to practiſe their armour them lelues, 
andlearne to withſtande their enemy, whom no- 
thing els did make fo ſtrong, bur their fainrand 
cowardous hartes, And for as much as they 
thought it would be ſome helpe and itrength 
vnto their loyal fellowes whom theywere now 
forced to forlake, they builded yp a walle of hard 


ſtone from ſcaro lea, rigat berwene the rwo cic- 
tics 


CHVRCH OF ENGLAND, 9» 
ties which chere were made,to keepe out theene- 
my, in the ſelfe ſame place where Seuerus before 
had caſt the trench (which walls euen to this day 
ramaine:th famous and to be leene) with publick 
and priuar charges ; the Bricannes alloputring ro 
their helping handes. They then builded it eght 
fore broade and tw2-lue high, right as it were by a 
line from eaſt to ve ſte,asit do! h to this day plain» 
ly appzace, which being hniſhed, they gaue ths 
people {trair warning to looke weltothem ſelues, 
they reachthem to handle their weapons, and in- 
ſtructerhem in waire-like teares, Allo by the lea 
de louthward , where cheir {hips layar harbor, 
leaſt; a T :nemies ould }and there aboutes,they 
made vp di 'warkes all a longe , oneſome what 
diſtant! f 2Mthe other, andrthis donne bidde them 
Ms reg” , 4s minded no more to retourne, 

As tone as they were gonne , the Scortes and 
PyGes having incellig ence that they had made 
proraifle they would come no more, they taking 
hart ©! grace therevpon, rerourne againe to their 
wontes bufnes: And frtt, all that was without 
the wallz they cooke for theirovne, Atrer that 
they came to gue aflauit varo the walle, where 
the Britanaes wich fain* handiand feartull hart 
Cefending ir, was with grapples, which they had 
C173 CO, oF llc ed Covwne io the grot! unde,and ot her- 
wile to wn hed th t they leaving both the cit 
ties arfd the wal allo, were diiperced and putto 
flighc, The enemy ti llo1 weth, and ſteith more 
cruelly then euer before, For euen as the lambes 
of the wilde beaftes, ſo were they torne and man» 
gled of their ennemies. W hereupon being driven 
out of their owne houles and polleſſions , they 
falle a robbing and Jpciling of oue another, on 
creaſing 
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creaſing their 0:1rward miſery with inward tu- 
mule, fo farforth, thar all che whole country was 
brought to thar exigent, that they had nons 
other [uſtenance, but whas they got by hunting 
and kiliing of wild bealies, 


Hoyy in the time of Theodoſius the younger , the Bri- 
tannes ſought helpe of Boetius, then conſull of 
Rome , but could not obtaine it, and boWp at that 
time, Palladins Tas ſent ro the Scortes ( Which be- 
luncd inChriftc) ro be their Bishop, 


THE 13, CHAPTER, 


He yere of the incarnation of our Lord 403, 
Theodoſius the younger fuccecing Hono- 
rius, was made Emperour ot Rome, which _ 
uerned 27, yeres being the xx», Emperour after 
Palladin; Auguſtus. Inthecight yere of whole Empire, Pal- 
nv ag ladius yas ſent of Celeſtinus biſhop of the Ro- 
ane Aþ man Church, to the Scottes which had receued 
An, 412, thefaithof Chriſt, ro betheir firlt biſhop, And the 
23+ yere of his zaigne, Boetius one of the pears ar. d 
patricians of Rome, was now the third time 
madecoſul with Symmachus. The poore remain- 

der of the Britanes , directed vnto him their let» 

ters, whereof this was the beginning, To Boerius 

thriſe conſull, the Moornmg of the Britannes. Inihe 

proceſſe of which epiſtle they thus ſerte foorth 

their pittifull eſtate, The Barbarous ennemy dri-> 

veth vs vpon the ſea: the ſea againevppon the 

enemy : betwene theſe two riſeth tyyomaner ot 
deathes, either we are killed, or drowned. And 

yet forall their ſute, they could obraine no ayde 

of him, as he which had then both his _") 
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full of bufines and batraile at home, wich Bleda Libs ts 


and Actila Kinges of the Hunnes, And though 
the yere before Bleda vas murdered by the wilia 
trealon of his brother Actila, yet he alone remat= 
ned fo intolerable an ennemy vnto the world, 
that he walted allmoſt all Eyrope, ſpoiling and 
overthrewing both cicties and caltles. About the 
lame time there arole a great famine in Conſtantt= 
nople,atter which folovw:dallo:hepeltilece: &a 
great part of the wal of the {aid cite tel ynto the 
g:ounde, with 57. currettes, And many other ct 
ries allo being over:hrovw?2n wich earth-quakes, 
beſide hunger, and peſtilence, conſumed many a 
thoutand both of menand bealtes, 


HoW the Britones being forced by hungar , drouethe 
Burbarous people cur of their country. W hereof 
enſepved plentie of carne ,riat, peitlence, and the 
loſſe of the Whole country. 


THE 14. CHAPTER, 


N the meane ſealon hungar more and more 

preuailing againſt the Bricones { in ſo much 
that many yeres after ir lefc rokens and r:m<em- 
brances of the hurt ic did th the country ) droue 
many ot themro yelle hem lelues into the han= 
des of : he robbers. O. her there were which could 
neuer be brought there vnro, bur rather then they 
would lo doe , from th: hiiics and brakes where 
they lucked, many times invade ttheir ennemies, 
as truſting ſo much the more in 'h2 h-1p of God, 
how much the Jeſſe hope"th-y had of .heayde of 
man, And by ſuch me:nes h:it ot all, bo: b reſiſted 
and oucrthrew chem, vw haic'*; many yer6s _ 
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hadliued by the fpoile of the country : whereby 
tor the time they d1cwe homeward with ſhame 
1110! oh, incen 1Ng Not longe afrer to ret: me, The 
Piftes then, and lone tie atter, kept them lelues 
quiet at home, fane onty chat they would make 
new and then 1nualions wviiothe land ,and arme 
away boorics cf caitell. 

Afcer that (Jeaniing their pittizg and ſpoiling) 
the country Grcw 10 44q14cric there: entued tuch 
plenrie of gratne as never Was tence th? ike before, 
as far as any man could remember: wh:revpen 
the people grew to a locie & wanton hie, where 
ot all maner of leyyeagcnes tollowed imeciatly 
aftergeſpecialy, cruel: .hate of truth,and loue of 
Fig; in fo much that it any were gen:ler and 
more geuen totruth hen oiher,they wold worke 
him all the hurte and tpi: they couid, asa cOm- 
mon enemy of the country. 5 1:13 d not only he 
ſeculars bur alſo — i: teite, and the heades 
the 'ot,g 
prid C, CONTCHTIO! , _ ana inch o:he wicked- 
nes,caſting viterly from them the {yycere yoke of 
Chriſt, 

In the mcane lcaton a vitter plag2 betell among 
them for their corp: living, contuming in ſhort 
time fuch a mi }:iruce of peopic, thir the are” 
were not 11:{ticient mouth is bury the dead. And 
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yet forall ther, he! rem-tned { hwdenc nſfen, 
that neitherthe death of their fren des ,neiherthe 
feare of their ow1iic, coula cure the peltilence oi 
theirtoulcs, which daily periſhed thoro! gh their 
finfull liv ing. VV herby @ greater ſtroke ot goaces 
Vengaunce entewed vpon | the whole fintull na» 
tion. Fo! being now inteſted againc with heir 
ould neighbours they dcuiled w.thhcm lclues 

what 
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what was beſt ro doe, & where they mightſecke Lib, r, 
reske w , to withſtand and repeilthe force of the 
Northen nation, And they agreed 1 wich their 
King Vorcgerius, ro demaung ayae of the 24x0ns 
bevunde the leas. Which ting d milefle was 


3 


 #— —— i La 

done by Gods owne a 0* : tement, th &% rTi1C VW IC - 
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ked people MISAT DC BITOY DL. FUE ,45 D) the 


, n , 
ende, It ihall apocare motit matutciulye 


How the English and Saxons bein? ſent for in 20 Bri- 
tanny , did firit cleare the country from the Pictes, 
and 3 cottes but shontly a(ter woyning them (elues m 
league With them, turned thei Weapons vpon rei 
fellowes that ſent for thein. 


THE 15, CHAPTER 


He yere of the incarnation of our Lord 4.29. An. 429; 

Marcianus with Valentinian the 46. empe- 7 ** frſt 
rouratcerAuguſtus,raigned 7.yeres mn wholenme ——_ of 
the peopie cf the Engliſh or Saxons , being tent S_ _ 
for of the faid ingin to Britanny , landed there Bricanny, 
in three longe ſhipps, and by the Kinges com=- 
maundemenc yyere appointed to abidetathecalt 
part of the land, to defende the country bke as 
frendes, but in dede, 1s 1: proued atterward, min» | 
ding to deſtroy the country as enemies, Where- 
for encountring with the northen enemy, the 
Saxons had the better, W herot they lencing 
word home in to theic country, as allo of rhe 
fatnes ofthelande, and the cowardnes of the Bri= 
tannes, the Saxons ſent ouer a greater nauy and 
number of men better appointed for the warres, 
which being now ioyngd with the former bande, 
Crew to a ltronger army , -_-= all the power hon 
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the Bricannes was ableto ouzrcomme. Theſe by 
the Britannes were allowed aplace to dvyell a- 
mong them,with that condition that they ſhould 
warre for them againſt their enemies, and ſhould 
receive wages of the Britannes tor their tra» 
uailes, 
Theſe that came from beyond the feas, were 
Seron, threeof the ſtronge!t nations in Germany, That 
_— is, the Saxons , Engliſh , and the Vites. Of the 
" Vires, camethe people of Kent and ofthe Ile of 
Wite and they which inthe prouince of the Welt 
Saxons are called vnto this day the nation of the 
Vices, right ouer againſt the tle of Wire, Of the 
Saxons, that is of that region which now is cal- 
+ The tee. Cd of the ould Saxons, deſcended + the eaſt 
le of Eſ- Saxons, the louth Saxons and the Welt Saxons, 
fe, of Suſ- Of the Engliſh, that is of that country which is 
Jpn ="g.) called England, and from that time to this is 
councry, FROught to ſtande in the middelt berwene the 
Vites and the Saxons , deſcendeth the ealte En- 
gliſb , the vplandiſh Engliſh, the Marſhes, and all 
the progeny of the Northumbers, that 1s, of that 
people which inhabirech the north lide of the 
Phe tn. flood Humber, The chiefe Capiraines of the * 
glicb men Saxons, are laid to have bene two brorhers, Hen- 
eccupies oiftusand Horſus, of the which Hortus being af- 
- the f'/' ter ſlaine in bartaill of the Britannes, was brried 
s(l Enolad . 
oxcept bir, 11 the eaſt partes of kent,where his rombe bearing 
Eſſex, Suſ- his rame is yerto be ſeene. They were the ſonnes 
ſex and of one Vetgilſus , whole father was Ve&a, whole 
perte of father was Voden, of whoſe iſſew many kinges 
he welſ® uf lundry prouinces had their originall 
£Quniry. . —_—_ , 
Now then great companies of thelaid nations 
dayly flocking into this Lland,they began to grow 
fo itronge, that the people of the country _ 
c 
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ſentfor them , ſtodein greatfeare of their power, Lib, x, 
And {odainly making legue wi:h thePiteswhom * The 
they had now driven farder of, beganne to turne "*4-hans 


their torc? yppon the Britannes, And hrſt they re. Kt 
quire of th:m more plenty of vittayles, and pyc- 


king matter of falling out wich the, threaten them jp.;1;u, of 
thacexcept chey wonld pronide ch2m berter ſtore, &ric«n 

they wold break of with them , and ſpoyleall the# te En- 
country abour, And as much as they then promi. $56 — 


ſed, they after in deede performed. 

To be ſhort, the fire once kendled in the han- 
des of the Paganes, tooke iuſt reuenge of the wic- 
kedneſle of the people:not much __ vntothar _ 
fhre which being kendled of the Caldees, con- 
ſumed thecitty of ITeruſalem. Soalſo this fire of 
vengeaunce, the wicked conquerour kendeling it, 
or raihzr God the iuſte judge diſpoſing ir, raigned 
firft ouerche citties and countrey next vnto it , af- 
ter fro the eaſt ſea vnto the weſt, it ouer whelmed 
all the whole Iland, with outany reſiſtance made 
ro quench i:.Both publick and priuat houſes were 
ouerthrowne to the groid, the prieſtes were flay» 
ne ſtanding at the aultar, the biſhops with theix 
flock were murdered , withour reipe@ of their 
dignitie , nor was there any that would bury the 
Nayne,Some of the miſerable remaynder taken in 
the hilles were there killed, other being ftarued 
with hungre, werefayne to creepe our of their ca? 
ues, and buy their vi:tall at their enemies hands, 
with ſale of their liberty for euer,it yer they were 
not killed out of hand, Other fled ouer the ſeas 
with a heauy hart, Other taryeng ſtill in their co- 
untry in feare of death and lack of foode, liued ful 
miſerably in the mouncaines , woddes , and 
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HoW the Britannes obrteyned the firſt vitory of the 
englich, by the helpe of Ambroſius 4 Roman. 


THE 16, C HAPTER, 


Vt after that the Engliſh ( men having now 
drvuen out and d1ijperied the Jande dwellers 
were come back agayne,:he Brirannes by litle be- 
ganne totake hart and courage vnto them , co= 
myng out of their caues , in which they lay hidd 
betore, and with one vniforme conlent, calling 
for the helpe of heauen, thaothey might nor for 
euer be viterly deſtroyed. They had then tor their 
Capitaine,a Roman called Ambroſtus Aurelianus 
a man of a gentle nature , which only ot all the 
blood of the Romains remained then a liue, his 
parentes being flayne , which bore thename of 
the kinge of the country, This man being their 
Capiraine , they aſſembled them ſelues rogether, 
and prouoking the vittors to the hght , throvgh 
gods aſſiſtance, archeiued rhe victorie , and trom 
that day torward, novy the men ot the countrie, 
now ihe enemic had the vitorie, vnrill the yere 
thar Bathe was belciged , where they gaue their 
enemies a great ouerchrowe, which was abourtthe 
55. yere of their comyng into the land. But of 
this we ſhall ipeake more hereatrer, 


HoW Germawus the bichop, ſayling with Lupus into 
Britanny ceaſed firſt the tempeit of the ſea, aſter 
the ſtormes of the Pelagian vereſies , by the power 
of God, 

THE 17, CHAPTER, 
Few yeres before the comming of the Sa- 
Xonnes unto the lande , the Pelagian =_ 
+ 
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nerianusa Pelagian bishop , did lore corrupt the 
faith of the Briranes, Burt the Britannes being net 
ther willing ro receive their lewec dotrine, be- 


165 Lib. 1, 
Fes being brought in, byAgricola the lorne of Se. Connell of 


the Carb a« 
Like b:/- 
haps in 
Fi awuce 


ing blaſphemous againſt the grace of God,neither for ex14- 
able ro refute their wylye & wycked perluabons, #2 9 ** 


ayde of the biſhops of Fraunce, againſt thele theit 
{pirituall enemies. And calling a common countel 
they conlulted among them f(eiues , whom of che 
al ic were belt to fend to helpe their neighbours 
faith. Bythe afſent of them all chere was choten 
rwo worthy prelates, Germanus Altiftzodorenthis, 
and Lupus biſhop of the cicie of Irecaſla,which 
ſhould paſſe ouer inco Britanny to confirme them 
in faith , whict with reaiy obedience accepting 
the commaundement of the Synode, tooke {hip- 
ping thether ward, and had very prolperous wit 
des , vntll they were halte way cuer betyveene 
Fraunce and Britanny. 

Then todely as they were ſailing,the divel much 
enuyeng that luch men ſhould goe torecouer rhe 
people our of their danger, and winne them ro the 
right faith of Chriſt , he railed ſuch tempeſt-s & 
ſtormes againſt the, that a ma could nor knovw day 
from nighr, The ſailes were not able to bearethe 
boytterous fury ofthe winde, the mariners being 
in deſpaire gaue ouer, the {hip was guided rather 


by the prayer of the good, then by pollicy of the 


, * X £ , {[;ovient be. 
they deuiled this hollome counlell , to leeke tor > ang: 


maſter. The holy biſhop Samr Germane at the be« Tempeſt 
ginning hereof was a fleepe, then Lupus and the <*4/*< 5 


other wakened & called vpon him, as in whoſe 


prayers they had aſpeciall truſt. Who ſeeingrhe {,! 


preſent perill they were in, ommaunded them all 


to fall co prayer(bis himlelfe having a greater truſt 


prayer and 


ly W4- 


